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What hasthe Bologna Declar ation
Brought us?

Dear readers,

it has been 13 years since the signature of thedgdal Declaration. When
we consider main goals, which stand behind thidadatton and other
documents that followed, the effort to develop leigaducation in the EU
cannot be denied. Yet even after 13 years the ignestill remains, if the
ways this process is based on, are right for regcthmese achievements.

In this short text it is impossible to analyzeakas that were affected
by the Bologna Declaration, so let us try to focather on the main
philosophy of this process and review the most eppachievements.

Despite partial problems, the official documentssthyohighlight the
significant progress, which was accomplish@&tom almost exclusively
national systems of higher education, which hatedfl in structure of
the studies and whose study programs were hardngare ... a system
of national systems with a relatively harmonizedtre arranged into
three levels — bachelor, master and doctorate — esiablished.. This
evaluation relatively clearly shows the way the @®wla process has
mainly taken — unification of structure of highelueation and principles,
on which the higher education is built. It mightveamade the life of
statisticians easier in monitoring of the resulsit an unanswered
guestion remains whether this process has congdlat the development
and higher quality of higher education in Europes % not want at all to
guestion the development of international coopenatif universities and
a significant growth in students’ exchanges that teken place in the
past period. Nevertheless, in this field the imgoce of formal
unification of higher education is being overesteta Also, as last
discussions about the EU budget shows that e.ghédevelopment of
students exchanges, financial support is the dracid “unified” credit
system is left behind on the second place.

! Viz MSMT CR: Bologna Procesgon-line], PrahaMinistry of Education, Youth and
Sports of the Czech Repuhliz2012, [cit. 10. 6. 2012], <http://bologna.msn.cz
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It is necessary to realize that this unificationttod national systems
has taken place on formal level but not on matdeatl. Although we
have three unified levels of higher education, peen credit system, we
come up with the same qualification frameworks, ¢te result is not and
also cannot be the same level of schools, of ditficof studies, of the
subject of studies etc.. In this context sometirttess overemphasized
effort of formal unification is not only unnecesgait also can mislead
the attention from substantial content matters. foinmal unification will
never have the same meaning as the real unificdtios not a problem
e.g. to formally unite the content of subjectsll 8twill never mean, that
whoever and wherever absolves the subject, willehdke same
knowledge. It always depends on the school tradititeacher’s
personality, self-motivation and competition amatgdents etc. Despite
formally the same, the real result will be differen

Instead of trying to create a formal unificatione whould focus on
gaining more pieces of information about the contamd quality of
certain school, comparing their real level and riiai@ng different
systems. The unification must take place wherectirapetition among
schools is present and represents the incentiveortie models show
more viability, others will follow them. It is natur target to have unified
schools, but to push the development through thepedtition. Its
specialization and originality of a certain schaothat which could lead
the quality and development of higher education.

In our country the most apparent result of the Bok process was
the division of studies into three-levels with argopid structure of the
number of students in each level. What has it bnbug? It has brought
us an amount of bachelors, who leave schools, @withehey know, they
will not get another part of their studies and phaxis is still not willing
to accept them in full extent. The idea of studemgyration among
bachelor and following master studies and amongdshis fulfilled
very, very little. The system of quotas for numbafrbachelor and master
students does not allow schools to specialize ealily in master studies
and therefore the incentives and options for changichool for master
studies are not sufficient. As well the idea oftatg master studies after
a few years of professional experience was dubaduike beginning (the
longer the pause after completing a bachelor degheeharder it is to
manage more demanding subjects of master studatng in older age
is hardly acceptable also because of financialoresgsleaving job and
returning to studies is a change of lifestyle, Whiafter few years in
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business, hardly a few desire...). The separatiobachelor and master
studies has brought more administrative burderséools, but the real
benefits for the development of quality of highedueation remain
somewhat hidden.

For European future, the education including higidrcation will be
very important, if students, teachers and scienhsive the opportunities
to meet, it can among other things have a sigmfigenpact on the
strengthening the perception of the sense of beigng Europe, which
deteriorates nowadays. The path does not run threxgensive formal
unification, which often discourages through itseawcracy, but through
strengthening of the autonomy and originality ohamls, which will
certainly find their own most effective forms andys in cooperation
under the growing competition on the field of ediara
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