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AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES AND PROCESSED PRODUCTS RATIO 
IN THE ROMANIAN INTERNATIONAL AGRIFOOD TRADE 

 
GAVRILESCU CAMELIA1

 

 
Abstract 

 
Romania’s international agrifood trade increased significantly during the last decade, and mostly after the 

EU accession. Since 1990, the Romanian agrifood trade balance showed an almost continuous increasing deficit trend 
until 2008. In four years only, the trend reversed and in 2013, for the first time in the last two and a half decades, the 
agrifood trade balance turned positive. The present paper is analyzing the evolution of the trade evolution and its 
structure, separating the agrifood products in three categories: agricultural commodities, primarily processed products 
and secondary processed products. A higher ratio of processed products in exports is indicating an increased 
competitiveness, resulting from higher unit values incorporating more added value, and showing, at the same time, a 
higher development degree of the country’s food industry. The results for total trade show that the processed products 
represented at most 46% of the Romanian exports, and at least 63% of imports, indicating a low-competitive structure 
of the agrifood trade. The analysis is detailed for intra and extra-EU trade and by main partners and groups of 
products. 

 
Keywords: agrifood trade, competitiveness, processed products 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 
The agrifood sector is of major importance in the country’s economy, due to its share in 

the GDP, production and contribution to the general trade. Despite having favorable soil and 
climatic conditions, since 1990, Romania needed continuously agri-food imports, in order to cover 
the domestic food demand. Imports have been far larger than exports, resulting in a continuous 
agrifood trade deficit. 

Since accession, and even a few years earlier, the requirements of the Single Market 
imposed significant enhancements in the Romanian domestic agri-food production and processing. 
As a result, both exports and imports increased significantly, in value and quantity terms. The 
economic crisis introduced supplementary constraints in the sector, mostly in 2009. The increasing 
trend in imports was reversed, the exports intensified, and the result was the reversal of the agrifood 
trade balance trend. Consequently, the deficit diminished continuously since 2007, and in 2013, 
Romania achieved a positive agri-food trade balance, for the very first time in the last two and a 
half decades. 

Several methods have been used to assess the Romanian agrifood trade competitiveness: 
trade balances (Gavrilescu, 2014); analysis of trade unit values (Gavrilescu & Voicilaş, 2014). An 
examination of the trade flows composition according to the degree of processing provides an 
interesting image of the country’s capability to export products with a higher degree of processing, 
thus supplying high-value added products, more competitive and obtaining better prices. 

 
MATERIAL AND METHODS 

 
The general features of the Romanian agrifood trade are analyzed, in value terms, for 

exports, imports and trade balance. The analysis is performed for the total trade flows with 
agricultural and food products, as well as for the intra-EU trade. 

In the literature there are many debates regarding the classification of agricultural products 
according to the processing degree. For example, Regmi et al. (2005) are grouping together as 
"high-value products" all horticultural products, processed and semi-processed products, as opposed 
to "bulk commodities ". 
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