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Original Article
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Abstract

Background: Cases of child abuse are increasing. To report knamwd suspected child abuse is within the
professional duty and legal responsibility of nsrsélowever, nurses’ intention to report child abusethe
Philippines has not been widely investigated.

Objective: This self-report, cross-sectional survey was dexigto determine the factors relating to nurses
intention to report child abuse in the Philippimttisg.

Methods: 146 nurses assigned in the pediatric and emergewcy of district hospitals in lloilo participated this
study and data were collected using Feng & Levin@805) Child Abuse Report Intention Scale (CARIS).
Spearman’s rho was utilized to determine if themrensignificant associations between factors ifledtiand
nurses’ intention to report child abuse.

Results: More than half of staff nurses reported that thiglyrebt have pre-service education and in-serviaiitig
regarding child abuse. There was underreportinguspected child abuse among staff nurses and deaticertain
of the evidence was the main reason stated. Whitees had low level of knowledge about child abasé the
reporting law, nurses had a positive attitude agiaihild abuse. Nurses’ intention to report chitdise was highly
influenced by the opinions of people significantttem. They also had high perceived behavioral robrit
reporting child abuse. Attitude, subjective normd gperceived behavioral control were significantyated to
nurses’ intention to report child abuse.

Conclusion: This study highlights that more attention is regdifor the nurses’ professional preparation, edocat
and training in managing child abuse. In addititwe, results of this study support the Theory ohRé& Behavior in
determining factors associated with the intentmnefport child abuse among nurses in the Philippéttng.

Keywords: child abuse, child neglect, theory of planned b&raintention to report abuse, nurses
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I ntroduction 2014; Herendeen et al., 2014), Palestine
&,?\Irimawi, Saifan & AbuRuz, 2014), Israel (Natan

t al., 2012) and Norway (Skarsaune & Bondas,
016) regarding nurses’ intention to report child
abuse and associated factors, reporting of child

requires great attention for it can have long ter|abuse amona Filioino nurses has not been well
effects and consequences to children’s phySicdocumentedg P

and mental health and psychological well-being
(World Health Organization, 2016). Despite thdResearch Design and M ethods
wide-ranging types of data about child abus
information on violence against children remains
great problem among nations in both coverage aitthie main purpose of this study was to replicate the
scope (United Nations International Children'sarlier works of Feng and colleagues (2005) and to
Emergency Fund, 2014). determine the factors associated with nurses'

intention to report child abuse in lloilo,

Arour_1d the world_, I has bee_n found that mIIIIOI’I%hilippines. To attain this, a descriptive cross-
of children are victims of child abuse every YeaL . tional research design was utilized

(United Nations International Children's
Emergency Fund, 2011hn the Philippines, child Population and Sampling: This study was
abuse is also on the rise. According to theonducted in eight (8) out of 12 selected district
Department of Social Welfare and Developmemublic hospitals in the Province of lloilo,
(DSWD), cases of child abuse has reached 2,147Rhilippines. Convenience sampling was employed
the first quarter of the year 2016 (Inquirer.Nelin the selection of 146 pediatric and emergency
2016). staff nurses from the selected district hospitdie w

The 2015 National Baseline Study on Violencggreed and voluntarily participated in this study.

Against Children conducted by the Council for thResponse rate was above 50 percent. Emergency
Welfare of Children revealed that the totaroom and pediatric ward nurses were chosen as
prevalence of all forms of violence against childreparticipants because nurses on these hospital units
in the Philippines is at 80% (United Nationsare more likely to encounter serious child abuse
International Children's Emergency Fund, 2016cases and that emergency room nurses are
Despite these statistics, much violence agairfrequently the first to assess signs of abuse
children in the country still remain hidden or goe(Sebastian, 2014; Lee & Kim, 2018). For the
unreported (Madrid et al., 2013) and that researnurses’ personal, professional and institutional
on this topic is still in its early stages (Rocheinformation, majority of the nurses in this study
2017). were women (71.2%), age of 21-39 years old
Nurses have legal and professional responsibiliil's%)’ never marrled. and had no children
9.2%), Roman Catholics (83.6%), Bachelor's

to report cases of child abuse (Feng & Levin degree holders (95.2%), worked in public district

2005). P_hlllpplne Republic Act No. 76.10 or thenospitals for less than 5 years (54.8%) and had
law designed to protect children against abus ermanent positions (74%)

exploitation and discrimination mandates attending
physicians and nurses to report, either orallynor Research Instrument: Data for this investigation
writing the examination and/or treatment of a chilevere gathered using the Child Abuse Reporting
who appears to have suffered abuse. Intention Scale (CARIS) by Feng & Levine (2005).

Though there are studies that have already begﬁtrgiqulsescion ﬁgﬂq app;a;/ﬁ(l)r;o ufﬁroﬁ];h scaleema\i\illas

conducted in countries like Taiwan (Feng &

Levine, 2005; Feng & Wu, 2005; Lee, Fraser &correspondence.

Chou, 2007), Korea (Kim & Park, 2005; Cho &The CARIS (Nurses’ Version) have Cronbach’s
Kim, 2013; Park, Jung & Lee, 2013; Lee & Kim,alphas for the subscales ranging from .62 to .91
2018), Australia (Keane & Chapman(Feng & Levine, 2005). Furthermore, in this study,
2008; Fraser et al., 2010), America (Sebastiathe CARIS was subjected to face and content

Maltreatment or abuse and neglect that occ
among children remain to be a global concer,
(World Health Organization, 2016). This proble

%esearch Design
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validation by a panel of five jurors: a nurse lawye Results
a nurse researcher, a _soma,I worker, a po'!(ﬁ?re-Service Education and In-Service Training
director of women and children’s desk, and a Ch'|8|n Child Abuse

and adolescent psychiatrist, to ensure that thesite

of the instrument were congruent within the localable 1 shows that more than half (60.3%) of
setting and existing laws. nurses did not receive any child abuse education
hile they were still in their respective schoots o
olleges of nursing and a little more than half

Eﬁil"th?;:san I\kl)c? ?\?ggjli?ilcsgfiroer? \?vrggnr%arl](;ljersi?\ |r;ht .5%) reported that they never attended any in-
PP j ervice training on the topic of child abuse.

subscales of CARIS and the scoring of items was
followed accordingly on the articles of Feng &History of and Reasons for Suspecting but not
Levine (2005) and Feng & Wu (2005). Reporting Child Abuse

Data Gathering Procedure: Data were collected Table 2 shows that three out of ten (30.1%) nurses
in the third quarter of 2017. Permission to condugtere able to suspect child abuse on their patients
the study in selected district hospitals in lidilom but were not able to report them to authorities due
the appropriate head of agencies and da various reasons. Additionally, among the 44
endorsement from the Provincial Administratonurses who suspected child abuse but failed to
and Head of Hospital Operations Managememneport it, a little more than half (54.6%) claimed
System were secured. that feeling uncertain about the evidence was the
. utmost reason why they did not report such a case.
fr‘]fstterrurﬁgﬁtrsovgécthheser:j;%m;er; gf;ggui%d 3:2 Imost_ half of the nurses (47.7%) claimed that f(_aar
f reprisal was the second reason for not reparting

nurses who were scheduled on duty in the pediatra d fear of litigation was claimed by many

and emergency room departments of the Seleczg .5%) as the third reason for not reporting. ©the

Experts evaluated the CARIS as a culturally vali

?hoesgt?\l/zrgugg % ti?]itgr?gegf vt/girzumzy'hs;gvi\;e eeasons named were culture issues (22.7%), lack of
; ith in legal authority (15.9%), and threats (2)3%

nursing department offered to call upon or

gathered his or her nursing staff in a room for theevel of Knowledge, Attitude, Subjective

researchers to distribute the survey questionnair@sor ms, Per ceived Behavioral Contral

Participants were assured of confidentiality anBegarding Child Abuse

anonymity. Written informed consent was als

. As shown in Table 3, majority (65.8%) of nurses
obtained.

had low knowledge about child abuse and the
The participants were given ample time to answeeporting law or had correctly answered less than
the instrument. It took them approximately 10 t®0% of the questions pertaining to knowledge
15 minutes to accomplish the survey. Uporelated to the subjediloreover, all (100%) nurses
retrieval, the questionnaires were reviewed fon this study had positive attitude against child
completeness of data entry. This ensured that tabuse. This means that the nurses were opposed to
resulting data did not have any missing data. Thdusive parents and physical discipline on
data were then encoded and computer process#ddren, and had accepted their professional
via the Statistical Package for the Social Sciencegsponsibility in reporting child abuse cases.

(SPSS) software version 20. Almost all nurses (94.5%) had high social pressure
Statistical Data Analysis in reporting child abuse denoting that nurses were

The following descriptive statistical tools were ' r€ likely to report child abuse if they perceived
employed in the analyses of the obtained dattha‘[ both general and specific significant people

frequency count, percentagmean and standard ghcou'rage gnd emphasize  the importance of
deviation Spear;nan rho was utilized to determinréeportlng Ch"q abuse. _Also, almo_st all (99'3%.)
the relat.ionship between variables Significanrt‘urses had_hlgh perc_elvgd _behaworal control in

' reporting child abuse indicating that nurses were
level was set at .05 alpha.

confident and were at ease in reporting such cases.

www.internationaljournalofcaringsciences.org
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Table 1: Distribution accor ding to Pre-service Education and In-service Training on Child Abuse
(n=146)

f %
Pre-service Education on Child Abuse
With child abuse educati 58 39.7%
Without child abuse educatic 88 60.3%
In-Service Training on Child Abuse
With In-Service Trainin 65 44.5Y%
Without Ir-Service Trainin 81 55.5%

Table 2: Distribution according to History of and Reasonsfor Suspecting but not Reporting Child
Abuse

f %
History of Suspecting but not Reporting Child Abuse
Yes 44 30.1%
No 10z 69.9%
Reasonsfor not Reporting Child Abuse (n=44)*
Feeling Uncertain about Evidet 24 54.6%
Fear of Reprisi 21 A47.7%
Fear of Litigatiol 20 45.5%
Culturelssue 10 22.7%
Lack of Faith in Legal Authorit 7 15.9%
Threat: 1 2.3%

*Multiple Response, may not total to 100%

www.internationaljournalofcaringsciences.org
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Table 3: Distribution according to Level of Knowledge, Attitude, Subjective Norms, Per ceived
Behavioral Control Regarding Child Abuse

f %
Level of Knowledge
High knowledg 6 4.1%
Average knowledc 44 31.1%
Low knowledgt 96 65.8%
Attitude
Positive attitud 14¢€ 100%
Negative attitud 0 0
Subjective Norm
High social pressu 13¢€ 94.5%
Low social pressu 8 5.5%
Per ceived Behavioral Control

High control to repo 14t 99.3%
Low control to repo 1 0.7%

Table 4: Distribution according to Intended Reporting Behavior of Child Abuse

Intention to Report Child Abuse Mear SD
Sexua 8.6¢ 1.6C
Engage in sexual intercourse with their cl 9.0z 1.7¢
Show pornographic pictur 8.3¢ 2.02
Physica 8.3¢ 1.64
Beat a child resulting in facial bruising and nibdtures 8.9¢ 1.6
Hit a child’s palms and legs with a cz 7.72 2.1¢
Neglec 7.3% 1.9C
Left child home alone until midnight and child $&af a fire 7.5¢ 1.9t
Delay medical treatment for their ch 7.0¢ 2.3¢
Psychologic: 6.5¢ 2.2¢
Dress a girl like a boy and tell her they wantdzbg 6.3¢ 2.5¢
Ridicule and criticize the chil 6.7¢ 2.4¢
Overall intention to repc = High 7.7¢ 1.5C

www.internationaljournalofcaringsciences.org
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Table 5:Rdationship between Knowledge, Attitude, Subjective Nor m, Perceived Behavior Contral,
and Intention to Report Child among Nurses

Independent Variables Spearman’sr) Significanct Interpretatiol
Knowledge .08: .321 Not Significan
Attitude 287 .000* Significan
Subijective Norr 23¢ .004* Significan
PerceiveBehavioral Contrc 222 .007* Significan

*significant if p < .05

Intention to Report Child Abuse by three factors: attitude toward the behavior,

Nurses were given eight (8) vignettes to analyzggbjecnve norms, and perceived behavioral

These vignettes represented the four (4) mo ?ntrol. Feng & Wu (2005) explained that in order

common types of child abuse which are sexua%rogllérssesli;\?erter?{;rtresu;%iaeﬁbfge"dwf;l?llase’ivteheay
physical, neglect and psychological with at lea P 9 g

. ositive outcome for children and their families,
two (2) items (one severe and one less severe) at people significant to them think they should

each type of abuse. Each vignette revealed a hi hort suspected child abuse, and that they,

intention to report and the over-all mean alsfhemselves believe thev have control over
revealed a high intention to report child abuse (x ' y

7.74, SD=1.50) as shown in Table 4. Among thréeportlng of abuse.

four types of abuse, nurses were more likely tm this study, attitude, subjective norm and
report sexual abuse first™48.69, SD=1.60) perceived behavioral control were found to be
followed by physical x8.34, SD= 1.64), neglect related to intention to report child abuse. Witk th

(x=7.33, SD=1.90) and psychological=(6.58, exception of the knowledge variable, the findings
SD= 2.28) abuse. of this study are consistent with the results admpr

Relationship between Knowledge, Attitude, studies on nurses’ intention to report child abiase

S . ) countries like Korea, Taiwan, Australia and Israel
Subjectlve_Norm, Percaveq Behavioral Control (Kim & Park, 2005: Lee, Fraser & Chou, 2007;
and Intention to Report Child Abuse

Feng & Levine, 2005; Feng & Wu, 2005; Fraser et
It can be gleaned in Table 5 that statistical aisly al., 2010; Natan et al., 2012; Cho & Kim, 2013;
using Spearman’s rho revealed attitude (287, p Park, Jung & Lee, 2013; Lee & Kim, 2018).
= .000), subjective nornt & .239, p = .004), and Moreover, this study revealed that nurses had the
perceived behavioral controt € .222, p = .007) highest intention of reporting sexual abuse.
were significantly related with the intention toSimilarly, findings of Feng & Levine (2005) and
report child abuse among nurses p&.05. Sebastian (2014) disclosed that nurses were more
Knowledge ( = .083, p = .321), on the other handlikely to report sexual abuse first compared to
had no significant relation with the intention ofother forms of abuse.

nurses to report child abuse. Moreover, it is noteworthy that despite favorable

Discussion attitude and high control and intention in repagtin
The global and local problem on child abusgh"d abuse, a significant proportion of staff reg's

; ; : this study had history of suspecting but not
prompted this study to investigate on factors thé%porting child abuse. In an earlier study, Kim &

influence nurses’ intention to report child abus
P séark (2005) found that Korean nurses expressed

within ‘the local context ‘anchored on Ajzen,(sjiﬁiculty in the actual behavior of reporting athil
(1991) Theory of Planned Behavior. According t use. Comparably, in South Korea, Lee & Kim

the theory, behavior is determined by the intent ﬁj . .
perform behavior, with intention being determine 018) stated that child abuse reporting rate by

www.internationaljournalofcaringsciences.org
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mandatory reporters was only at 37%. On theonsequence of these limitations, it is
contrary, Sebastian (2014) noted a higheecommended to be careful in the interpretation
proportion (51.7%) of American nurses reportingnd use of the findings of this study. Future
child abuse cases to authorities. research may be conducted in larger settings
involving nurses in other departments and nursing

Similar with findings of other studies, theﬁudents. Stil, this study has considerably

uncertainty of evidence of abuse and other soc : . . i
barriers prevented nurses from reporting chilaozg;gu;%iég fr?ethi)ea;ﬁm/ o;‘nlgserature on thei¢op
abuse cases. Skarsaune & Bondas (2018)f, PP '

Alrimawi, Saifan & AbuRuz (2014), SebastianConclusion

(2014), and Fraser et al. (2010) who conducteéi

] ; . . nerally, the findings of this study are consisten
their researches in Norway, Palestine, America a%ﬁh prior similar studies conducted elsewhere and

Australia, found that uncertainty of the ewd_encie],[ese new findings add to the existing literature
was the utmost reason why the nurses did n

. . gupporting the Theory of Planned Behavior in
report child abuse cases. It was prewouslyrenort(aetermining related factors regarding nurses

Xll?;t rgﬁzerhgae dncg sl?er?iﬁétg?nlgc?(ugfe Sdeltnec}t/i\cljenStg ftention to report child abuse. Attitude, subjeeti
9 orm and perceived behavioral control are

suspected child abuse cases (Keane & Chapm RJ e : : : .
L X nificantly associated with the intention to repo
2008). Moreover, the findings of Sebastian (201 ild abuse among district hospital staff nurses in

e e Shajinthe Phpenes. Saf urses are more ey o
system find support in this study report thld abuse_ cases if they are more positive

' protecting the children, less approving of physical
It was also demonstrated in this study that staffiscipline, more amenable to punish abusers,
nurses require further child abuse education amdfirmative on reporting child abuse as a
continuing professional development to effectivelprofessional responsibility, confident that their
identify and manage child abus€his result is significant others support them in reporting abuse,
congruent with the study of Lee, Fraser & Choand fully capable and in control in reporting child
(2007) where almost 70% of sampled nurses abuse (Feng & Levine, 2005). Furthermore, staff
Taiwan thought they needed more training coursesirses in public district hospitals have inadequate
on child abuse and neglect. The study of Feng Bre-service education, in-service training and
Levine (2005) likewise found that Taiwanes&nowledge about child abuse suggesting the need
nurses believed that their professional preparatibor more adequate professional preparation on
for reporting was inadequate. In the Norwegianhild abuse education and training. In this instanc
setting, Skarsaune & Bondas (2016) reported thathools must pay more attention in improving
nurses also felt that their knowledge of the sigins child abuse education in the undergraduate nursing
child abuse, documentation and report routinggogram.
were insufficient. Even across health car
providers, the study of Herendeen et al. (2014?\/
discovered that all health care providers require ssive in their actual behavior of reporting

Luétzzioﬁugécﬂﬁm apbrﬁgsraliﬁrl?he?n?hiscofi:]qtéi?:\“ni uspected incidents of child abuse with the primary
notable because inéde uate’ rofessi%n ason of feeling uncertain about the evidence of
q b use. It is recommended to raise nurses’

preparation, I"’?Ck of trainings and limited edu.(m'oawareness and assessment skills regarding child
may be considered barriers for not reporting ar,

underreporting of child abuse, that were reponted pbuse to help them deal and manage effectively

hbuse cases. Likewise, it is important to cultivate
some studies (Alrimawi, Saifan & AbuRuz, 2014; ) ' . .
Piltz & Wachtel, 2009). tulture where staff nurses are provided with the

necessary support in complying with their duty to
This study has some limitations such as socie¢port child abuse and a more efficient system of
desirability and use of convenience sampling tha¢porting abuse must be established.

may limit the generalizability of the results. As a

hile nurses have high ability and intention to
port child abuse, they are, however, may be

www.internationaljournalofcaringsciences.org
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