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Supplementary Material

Supplement to “Local projections, autocorrelation, and

efficiency”
(Quantitative Economics, Vol. 14, No. 4, November 2023, 1199-1220)

AMAZE LusomMpPA
Research Department, Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City

This Online Appendix presents a number of complementary results. Section A.1
presents auxiliary propositions and lemmas for theorems in the paper, while Sec-
tion A.2 presents proofs of the theorems. Section A.3 discusses why it is possible
to extend LP to handle time-varying parameters. Section A.4 presents additional
robustness checks and Monte Carlos. Section A.5 discusses bootstrapping theory
and inference with LP GLS. Section A.6 discusses structural identification. Sec-
tion A.7 presents an application to Gertler and Karadi (2015). Lastly, Section A.8 is
a “how to” section for the code.

PRELIMINARIES

The proofs rely on several results from Goncalves and Kilian (2007) who focus on uni-
variate autoregressions. As noted in Goncalves and Kilian (2007), multivariate general-
izations are possible for all of their results but at the cost of more complicated notation.
Define the matrix norm || C ||% =sup; I'Cl/l'l, that is, the largest eigenvalue of C. When
C is symmetric, this is the square of the largest eigenvalue of C. A couple of useful in-
equalities are || AB||> < || A]131|B]|? and | AB|? < || A|I?|IBl|. Let E*(-) and var*(-) denote
the expectation and variance with respect to the bootstrap data conditional on the orig-
inal data:

Bk, h, OLS) — B(k, h) = UrrT; " + Uapr [t + Usr 1Y,
B(k, h, GLS) — B(k, h) = ULt + Upr I + Usr ! — Usr L,
where

T-H 00
Uir={(T-k-H)"! Z( Z Bj(-h)Yt—jJrl)X;,k}’

t=k j:k-‘rl

T—-H
Upr = (T—k—H)_l Z 8t+hX;_k};
t=k

T-H /h—1
Usp= (T —k—H)"" ) (Z zmhz)xg,k},

t=k \l=1
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T-H /h—1 N
Uyt = {(T —k—H)"! Z (Z ®lét+h—l,k)X;,k}'

t=k =1
The mixingale central limit theorem will be useful in proving several results (cf. White
(2001, pp. 124-125)).

DerINITION. Let {r;, F;} be an adapted stochastic sequence with E(rtz) < oo. Then
{r, F+} is an adapted mixingale if there exists finite nonnegative sequences {c;} and {v;}
such that y; — 0 as i — oo and

(E(E(Vt|7t—i)2))l/2 < CtYi-

THEOREM. Mixingale CLT. Let {r;, F;} be a stationary ergodic adapted mixingale with
¥i = 0p(i"17?) for some & > 0. Then var({(T — k — H)"'2 Y12 ) 5 ¥ cov(r,
ri—p) < 0o, and ifz;o:_oo cov(ry, ri—p) >0,

T—-H o0
(T—k—H)_l/2 Zr,}gN(O, Z cov(rt,rtp)>.
t=k p=—00
A.1. AUXILIARY PROPOSITIONS AND LEMMAS
A.1.1 Propositions

ProprosITION 2. Under Assumption 3,
|B(k, h, OLS) — B(k, h)|| & o.

ProoF.
|B(k, h, OLS) — B(k, h)| < {IIU7ll + 1 U2 Il + 1 Us7 I} | T -

Lemma A.1 in Goncalves and Kilian (2007) establishes that ||1A“,;1 |1 is bounded in prob-
ability, so consistency in LP OLS consists of showing that ||U;y 7|, |Uzr |, and ||Ust]|| con-
verge in probability to 0. This was shown in Jorda and Kozicki (2011), but assuming the
errors are i.i.d. However, their proof showing ||Us7|| L 0 is incorrect. It is incorrect be-
cause (Zf’;ll Oren X ; « is assumed to be independent across time. It is not. Here, I
will present a correct proof under the more general conditions stated in Assumption 3
(which include Jorda and Kozicki (2011) as a special case). A correct proof is

T—-HT—-H /h—1 " th—1
\Usrl|? = (T —k —H)™® trace{ Yoy (Z ®18n+hl> (Z zam+hz)X;,,,an,k},
=1

m=k n=k \Il=1

by the cyclic property of traces:

T-HT-H h—1 " fh—1
E|Usr|* = (T — k — H) *trace Z Z E{ (Z ®l‘9n+h1) (Z ®18m+hz>X,’n,an,k}-
I=1 =1

m=k n=k
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For|jn—m|>h-1,

h-1 " /h—1
E{ (Z ®18n+h—1) (Z @18m+h—1> Xk X,k } =0,
I=1 I=1

by the martingale difference assumption. So,

E|Usr|*

T-H h—1 " rh-1
= (T—k—[‘])_2 trace Z Z E{(Z ®13n+h—1> (Z ®18m+h—1)X;nkan,k}-
=1 =1

m=k |n—m|<h

Note that

E{ (lg @,sn+h_z)/<§ @,gm+h_,> X, X, k}
e e )]

by the Cauchy-Schwarz inequality. E[(X], , X, )*] = Op(k*) and IE((X)5 0 x
‘9n+h—l)/(21h=_11 018m41n-1)1%)] < oo due to the finite fourth moments of & and
> 520 1041l < co. Consequently, for |n —m| < h — 1,

el ) ) ) ]

Since £ is finite, it follows that

E|Usr|*

T-H h—1 " th=1
=(T—-k— H)_Z trace Z Z E{ <Z ®13n+h—1> (Z ®l<9m+h—l)X;”'an,k}
m=k |n—m|<h =1 =1

- k x constant

- T—k—-H

K172

(T—k—H)1/2
needs to be shown that |U;7|| L2 0 and |Uar |l £ 0. The proof that ||U; 7| L2 0 is un-
affected by allowing for conditional heteroskedasticity, so the proof of convergence in
Jorda and Kozicki (2011) (their Proposition 1) can be used. The proof that | Uz7|| o
follows from Lemma A.2, part C in Goncalves and Kilian (2007). O

Therefore, |Usr| = Op( ) & 0. To complete the proof of consistency, it just

ProrosiITION 3. Under Assumption 3, and assuming that Q(k, h, OLS) is positive defi-
nite, then for LP OLS,

(T — k — HYY2I(k vec[B(k, h, OLS) — B(k, i)] > N(0, Q(k, h, OLS)),



4 Amaze Lusompa Supplementary Material

where
h—1
Q(k, h, OLS) = Z cov(rt(h)’OLS,r,(f)];OLs).
p=—nh+1

Proor. Under the assumptions, Lewis and Reinsel (1985) used to show asymptotic nor-
mality of the limiting distribution of the VAR (c0), Jorda and Kozicki (2011) showed the
asymptotic normality of the limiting distribution of the LP(c0). It turns out Jorda and
Kozicki (2011) use the incorrect central limit theorem. Jorda and Kozicki’s (2011) proof
follows the same argument as Lewis and Reinsel (1985). Lewis and Reinsel (1985) use a
martingale CLT to prove asymptotic normality. This is not possible with LP because

h—1
rt(_}:_)AOLS = l(k)’vec{ (3t+h + Z @,sHh_,)Xt”kal},
=1

is not a martingale difference sequence. Since ¢, is stationary and ergodic, rt(ﬁ}q OIS js

stationary and ergodic by Theorem 3.35 in White (2001). Here, I will show the corrected
proof of LP OLS under the more general conditions of Assumption 3 using the mixingale
CLT. The proof will proceed by showing

1. {95 7} is an adapted mixingale with y; = O, (i~17?) for some 8 > 0.

Note that when i > h — 1, E [rt(h)'OLS|}'t_i] = 0 by the martingale difference sequence
assumption on the errors. Let ¢, = (E(E(r!"" 5| F,_)2))V/2A, where A = h*/0+1) for any
v>0,and y; =i~ *t1/? Note that —(v + 1) /v < —1forany v > 0 and 6 = 1/v. O

ProrosiTiON 4. Under Assumption 3, for LP GLS,

(T — k — H)Y21(k) vec[B(k, h, GLS) — B(k, h)]
— (T — k — H)'2I(k) vec[Uar T} ' + Usr Tt = Uar T ]| = 0, (1).

Proor. To show
| (T — k — H)'21(k) vec[B(k, h, GLS) — B(k, h)]
— (T =k = H)'V2I(k) vec[Uar T} ' + Usr Tt = Uar T ]| = 0, (1),

we need to show that

(T —k — H)'21(k) vec[U,7 + Uar + Usr — U4T](f‘;;1 - Flzl) I %o,

and
(T =k — H)Y21(k) vec[Ur 7T 1] | 2 0.
Jorda and Kozicki (2011) already showed that

|7 — k — HYV21(k) vee| [Uny + Usr + UsrI (7" =T 2 o,
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under the assumption that the errors are i.i.d. (see their Proposition 2). Under Assump-

tion 3, their proof still holds since Goncalves and Kilian (2007) showed k!/ 2||f‘,:1
F,;l 1 = 0,(1) (see their Lemma A.1). From Proposition 2 in Jorda and Kozicki (2011),

we know that ||«/T —k — H UlTFlzl I 2o, So, to complete the proof, I just need to show
(T — k — H)Y21(k) vec[Uar (P = T7Y) ]| 2 0.

Since 0 < M; < ||I(k)||? < M, < oo, it suffices to show that ||(T — k — H)1/2U47(1A“,:1 —
rhl 2 0. Note that

VT —k —HUsp (I - T

h—1 R T—-H o0
= {(T—k —H)_I/ZZ@)z Z <8t+h—l+ < Z Ajyt+h—l—j)

=1 t=k Jj=k+1
— (B(k, 1) - B(k, 1))X,+h_1_1,k>)X;,k}(f,;1 -Ih,
since &, = & + (X751 Ajyi—j) — (B(k, 1) — B(k, 1)) X;_1,x). So,
IWT -k —HU (T -TY|
h—1 ~ 12T—H )
§ZII®III(H{ k(T —k—H)|" Z(sm_w( > A,-yt+h_z_,»)
=1

t=k j=k+1
(Bt 1)~ Bk, 1)>Xt+h_,_1,k)>x;,k} H) 2 T,

By Theorem 2, ||@1|| LA 10|l < oo for each 1 </ < h — 1. We know from Goncalves and
Kilian (2007) that k172 (f,:l - Hih % 0. Since h — 1is finite, I just need to show that

(s (5 )

t=k Jj=k+1

isbounded foreach1 </ <h —1:

T-H 00
(H{ k(T —k —H)] 2 Z <8t+h—l+< Z Aj)’z+h—1—j>

t=k Jj=k+1

— (B(k, 1) — B(k, 1))Xt+h—l—1,k) )X;,k}
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)

— (B(k, 1) — B(k, 1))Xt+h_1_1,k)>X;,k}

—-H
<|[k(T—k—-H)]? Ze,+h 1X) 4
t=k
+ | [k(T — k — H)] 1/22 Z AjYerh—i ]>
t=k \j=k+1
12T—H R
+ | =[k(T =k =] (B, 1) = Bk, D) Xepho1-1,6 X
t=k

k(T —k —H)"YV2 e 1 X |l is bounded since it was shown in Theorem 2 that

~o((r=i=s) )

Jorda and Kozicki (2011) show that ||[k(T — k — H)]|~ 1/22 (Z, ka1 Ajyesn—i-j) x

X, Lo (see their Proposition 2). For the final term, note that

T-H

(T—k—-H)! Z ern1X] i
t=k

T-H
[k(T —k — )] 3" (Bthk, 1) = Bk, 1) X, pi-1 46X,
t=k

T—k—H\72 . =t
< (?> |(Bk, 1) = Bk, )| (T =k —H)™" Y Xyn_i-1,6X;
t=k 1
bounded bounded O

ProrosITION 5. Under Assumption 4,
(T — k — H)Y2vech[S — 5] % N(0, Vag).

PROOF. Substitutingout &, x = &¢ + (372441 4jye—j) — (B(k, 1) — Bk, 1))X,_1,4),

T-H
~ A/
Z Erk&y k

t=k
VT —k—HS = \/Tka

T—H T-H 00 !
Z 818y Z 81( Z Afyt_f)
Tk AT Tk

T—-k—H T—-k—H
Op(NT—k=H 37211 145D
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T—-H

DX iy
=k Tk~ H(Bk 1) - Bk, 1))

T—-k—H
—_— d
k__y1/2) e

Op((r=2=pr
T-H o]
Z( Z Ajyt—j>‘9/t
=k \j=k+1
T —k g

T—k—H
Op(WT=R=H X141 14;1)

T-H 00 o0 '
3( 55 am)( 5 )
TR ik ak

T—-k—-—H
Op(VT—k=H (332441 14;1D?)

T-H 00
Z( > Ath—j)X;—l,k
_ =k Nk VT —k=H(Btk, 1) - Bk, 1))’

T—-k—H

Op(kl/ZZjoikJrl”Aj”) i)

T—-H
ZXt—l,k“";
—JT—k—H(B(k,1) =Bk, 1)) =% —
VT —k—H(Bk, 1) - Bk, 1)) =
d D S
- Op (== )"/»)

T-H 0 '
Z Xt—l,k( Z Ajyl—j)
VT k= H(Btk, 1)~ Bk, 1)) =

d
4 Op(kl/zzj‘oikJrl ”A]”)

T-H
> Xk X,y
+VT =k H(BU, )= Bk, 1) =

i> bounded

x (B(k, 1) - B(k, 1)) .

Op(7—K=1)1/2)
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It follows that

T-H
Zsts/t—
\/T—k—Hvech[i—E]—\/T—k—Hvech =k =o0,(1).

T-k—H

Since ¢, is mixing, by Theorem 3.49 in White (2001), ¢;¢} is mixing of the same order.
Assuming V5>, is finite and positive definite, by the strong mixing central limit theorem
(Theorem A.8 in Lahiri (2003)), (T — k — H)/?vech[3, — 3] 4 N(0, V22). To show that Vay
is finite and positive definite, note that absolute summability of fourth-order cumulants
implies absolute summability of fourth-order moments (it follows from Hannan (1970,
equation (5.1) on p. 23)). Absolute summability of the fourth-order moments of £ implies
12 < 00, and since the autocovariances of ¢;¢; are absolutely summable, V2; is positive
definite by assumption. O

PROPOSITION 6. Assume that y;1 = ay; + &141, Where |a| < 1 and ¢, is an i.i.d. process
with E(&;) = 0 and var(g;) = o2. If the true lag order is known, then

VT(HW S — ") L N (0, [{1— a2} + h2a?"2](1 - a?)).

Proor. Define I'= 1 (X[ ?),

T—-H -1 7 g
(M, GLS _ (Z ytz) (Z (Ve — p-1.GLS _ b GLS . i 1)>

t=1

Substituting out y,., = ay, + a" e/ 1 + -+ ag,p_1 + €14, yields

- -1 7 g
HUGLS _ (Z }’z> (Z vi(a yt+ g1 — b(h—l),GLSét+l]+...
_ =1

+[agipnoy — b1 OLSE, ) 1]+8t+h)>

1 A N
i1 g 2 Mla sy = B b ]
JT=H (b6 — ghy = = g
( ) ; <

T-H
—— D Viers

N vT—-H =
F .
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It follows from Lemma 5 that

M(é(h),GLS _ ah) — (Z B(p)’GLSahpl) —
F
p=1

plim=(h—1)a"-1

— 2
T Ye€t+h
N T-H I

f‘ .

\/TliH ZtT;lH Yi&r+1 \/TliH ZIT;]H Ye€t+h | . . . .
= and Y—"— jointly converge to a normal distribution due to the

mixingale CLT (see proof of Proposition 3 for setup). Therefore,

JT=H(H"S — o) L N (0, [{1 - a2} + h2a?'=2)(1 - a?)). O

A.1.2 Lemmas

LemwMma 1. IfAssumption 3 holds,

(T — k — H)Y2I(k) vec[B(k, h, GLS) — B(k, h)]

T-H
—(T—k— H)l/zl(k)’vec|:< > swhxg,k)r;l]
t=k

h—1
+ l(k)/<Z{F;ZIFEh11),k ® ®,}) vec[v'T —k — H(B(k, 1) — B(k, 1))] H =0p(1).

I=1
Proor. From Proposition 4, we know that

(T — k — H)'721(k) vec[B(k, h, GLS) — B(k, h)]
— (T — k — H)'2I(k) vec[Uar T} ' + Usr T = Uar T ]| = 0, (1),

and

(T — k — H)Y21(k) vec[Uar T ' + Usr Tt — Uar T

T—-H T—-H /h—1
=(T—-k—- H)_l/zl(k)/vec{ < Z 8t+hX,/,k>Fkl + Z <Z @18,+h_1>X;’kal
t=k t=k \Il=1
T-H /h-1
— Z (Z @léprh])X;’kF;l}.
t=k \I=1
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Note that

(T —k—H)™'? Z<Z®8t+h lk) X!

- o0
=(T—k-H)'? Z (Z Aj)’t+h—l—j>X;,kFl:1

j=k+1

Op(l)

T—-Hh-1

+(T -k — I‘[)_l/2 Z Zélat-'rh—lX;,kF/;l
t=k I=1

T—Hh-1
—(T—k—=H)""2 3" 3" 0(B(k, 1) = Bk, ) Xy pi—1,6 X, T
t=k I=1

where the first term converges to zero since s — 1 is finite, ||(:)l|| L 19 < oo, ||F,:1 I <
o0, and Theorem 1 in Lewis and Reinsel (1985). Since [|I'(4,—;_1) Il IT% ], and ;| are
consistent and bounded in probability

h—1
S, A p
‘ <Z{rk ok ®®l}> “ - |
=1
Therefore,

T—-H /h-1 T—-H /h—1 R
(T — k- H)_l/zl(k)/VeC{ Z (Z ®18t+h—l>X;,kF/:1 — Z (Z ®lét+h—l>X;,kF/:1 }

t=k \I=1 t=k \I=1

< Q.

h-1
(Z{Fklrl(h—l—l),k ®®l}>
I

=1

h—1
- Kk)’(Z{Fle’(h_z_n,k ® @,}) vec[v'T —k — H(B(k, 1) — B(k, 1))] “ =o0p(1),
=1
and

(T — k — H)2I(k) vec[B(k, h, GLS) — B(k, h)]

T—-H
—(T—k— H)_l/zl(k)’vec|:( > s,+hxg'k)rk1]
t=k

h—1
+ l(k)/(Z{FIZIF’(hZUYk ® ®1}> vec['T —k — H(B(k, 1) — B(k, 1))] H =o0,(1). O

=1

LEMMA 2. Under Assumption 5, for the reduced form wild bootstrap

|B*(k, h, GLS) — B(k, h)|| 2> 0.
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Proor. This will be a proof by induction. Assume the consistency for the previous /# — 1

horizons has been proven. Hence, ||(:);‘|| LN ||®1|| <ooforl<i<h-1,

| B*(k, h, GLS) — B(k, h)||

T-H

(T_k_H)_l Z ét+h,kX;,k
t=k

15

h—1

|| (T —k—H)™! Zs,+1kX |F F(h - l)krk ||1

=1

||f]:1||1, II@;‘II, and IIf,:If‘(h_,_l)_klA“gl |1 are bounded in probability, so it is sufficient to
show that

T-H . —H *
(T—k—H)" Y &, X | 50 and [(T—k-—m)7" Y &5, X[ 5o
=k t=k
The proofs are the same, so I will just show E*[|[{(T —k —H)"' 21 &x - x! 32 &

0. Note that

T-H 'TT-H
T—k—H)2t & X! Ern kX,
( ) race Z Enth kXnk Z Emth, kX m,k

n=k m=k
T-HT-H
_ -2 Ak Ak ’
—(T_k_H) trace{z Z 8n+h,k8m+h,ka,kX”rk}’
m=k n=k

by the cyclic property of traces. Note that

T-HT- H T-H

m=k n=k m=k

=0,((T — k — H)k),

since E*[&* ”+h k8m+h ] = 0 for m # n. It follows that
T-H 2
* {(T—k—H)_l > éj;h’kX;’k} < (T —k—H)20,(IT — k — Hlk)
1=k

k p*
= 0P<m) =0

To complete the proof, note that the horizon 1 LP is a VAR, and the proof of consistency
is provided by Lemma A.5 in Goncalves and Kilian (2007). O

LemwmaA 3. Under Assumption 3,

Vi1 (k, D[ 5 |Var(k, H)|.
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PROOF. LetVu(k H)=(T—-k—-H)" IZtT kHRScoregfl)RScoregfl) Define

Fk,m,n :E[(Xt—m,k ®Ir)3t+13;+1(Xt—n,k ® Ir)/]~

Letﬁk,m,n = (T_k_H)71 Z;T:_kH[(thm,k ®Ir)8t+13;+1(Xt7n,k Q1)1 aIldSk,() = Iy jr2-
Form,n=0,...,H—1andi, j=0,..., H,

T-H
106Y 81,1 (T =k = H) ™ Y [0 Xk ® 1) 2001 811 (0 Xk @ 1) I3 ;1K)
t=k

— 1KY sk E[(T X ook ® 1) e0418110 (U Xk ® 1) s, ;1K)
=10k $,i (T ® 1) Feymn (T ® 1) 57, 10K
— 1k 51, i (T ® L) Frey (T ' ® 1) sy, (k)
= 1(kY 3, (0 ® 1) Feym,n = Fim, ) (T @ 1)'s), 10K
1) [5,i (@ 1) = s, (T @ 1) ]Fy o (T ® L)' I
1) s) ; (T ® 1) ey, n[31, (T ® 1) = s j (T @ 1) | 1(K).
since [I3k, 1l 2 lisk,ll < 0o, TN 2 T < 00, [ Fg,mull < o0, IlI(k)'| < 00, and 2H +

1 is finite, then showing Vi1 (k, H)| LA IVi1(k, H)| simplifies to showing ”Fk,m,n —

Fie,m,nll Loformn=0,...,H—1. Convergence follows same argument as the proof
of Theorem 2.2 in Goncalves and Kilian (2007). O

LEMMA 4. Under Assumption 5,

|V ke, HY| &

where

Vi(k, H) Via(k, H)
Va1(k, H) Vao '

Virtk, Hy = [

Vll{(k,H) Z(T k—H)™! ZRscore(H)Rscore(H)

+1 +1—p’
p=—t
¢ T-H ~
ke _ N ~ 2/
Via(k, H) = Z (T —k —H)™! Z {Rscoregfl) Vec[a,H_pa;H,p -3|L,},
p=—t t=k

14

T-H
Vay = Z (T —k —H)_IL/,{ Z vec(&i418741), Vec(ét+1_pé;+1_p)/)
p=—1 t=k

—Vec(i)vec(i)/}L,
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Proor. First, note that

T—H+1
H [(T —k—H)! Z RStrucScoreEH )RStrucScoreff’},/}
t=k+1

k
=0, —————— ).
| p((T—k—H)W)

The proof follows the same argument as the proof of Theorem 2.2 in Goncalves and Kil-
ian (2007) (in particular, their proof that A3 = OP(W)). Before applying their
proof, replace the setup in the beginning of their proof with the setup in Lemma 3
but applied to RStrucScoret H) Note that RStrucScoret [RScore( ) ,vech(er18,, —

2)7’, and convergence is not affected by also accounting for vech(g;11¢] 41 —3) due
to cumulant condition on ¢ and since it is finite-dimensional. The explicit setup of

RStrucScore!™ is omitted due to brevity. It follows that

— E[RStrucScore{") RStrucScore!” 2,/]

¢ T-H+1 /
Z H:(T —k—H)! Z RStrucScore'™) RStrucScore!™") :|

i—p
p=—t t=k+1

ke
[RStrucScoretH)RStrucScore(H )! 12) % 0.
(T k — H)Y

Therefore, I just need to show

l T—-H+1 . (H) ~ ’
Z (T—k—H)! Z [RStrucScoret RStrucScoregfl),
p=—L t=k+1

_ Rsmcsmre;f’ )RStrucScoreﬁfI ,),/] Lo.

The proof will proceed in three parts. First, I will show ||I722|| L V22|, second ||I712(k,
H)|| 5 [Viz(k, ), and lastly WVl ke, OIS Ak, B

To show |[Vaz|| & [V, note since |(B(k,1) — B(k, 1)| = O (Tl/z)r X1kl =
Op(k'/?), and by Theorem 1 and in Lewis and Reinsel (1985),

(5]

Jj=k+1

1206l < Necl + +]|—(Bk, 1) - B(k, 1))

0(1

Op(717)
Op(zf.ikH A;j)

. . N k AA oA ~
implying ||&; x — & = Op(517)- It follows that [|&; k& k&—p,kEt—p,k — EtEr€1—pEr—pll =
Op( ﬁ ). Therefore,

T-H+1

1 A A A ~
(T-k—-H) Z (&1, kEt,kEt—p,kEt—p,k — EtELE1—pEi1—p]
t=k+1
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14 T-H+1 kb
= Z (T—k—H)™! Z (8,k&1,kE1—p,kEt—p,k — E1€181—pEi—p] =Op<m)-
p=—Lt t=k+1

Since |2 — 3|l = 0,(IT — k — H1™") by Proposition 5, Va2 — Vazll = 0 (£4) = 0, (% x
Ly L.

Now we show ||I712(k, H)| LA V12(k, H)|. Using an analogous setup as Lemma 3, it
suffices to show that

L T-H+1
-1 A A A S/
DT —k—H)" 3 {(X—mi ® 1) [2vec[&_p&]_, — 3]
p=—£ t=k+1
’ / P
— stvec[st_pet_p — E] ]Lr} >0
for m=1,...,H. |2,k — &l = Op(F) implies |13, k81— p i&—pi — €&1-pei—pl =

Op( % ). Therefore,

. A . S k?
H (Xt—m,k ® I,)[gtvec[st,psé_p — 2]/ — &t Vec[st,ps;_p — 2]/]Lr H = 0p<m>,

since (X;_ k ® Ir) is kr? x r. It follows that

4 T-H+1 .
[ DT —k—H" Y I (X k @ )8 vec&p;_, — E]’L,}]

p=—L t=k+1

12 T—-H+1
— [ ST —k—H)"" > Ik (Xt @ 1) vec[spe;_, — E]/L,}i| ||
p=—t t=k+1

ke

=0, 7172 )
T _ —O. (K K ety1/4y P
which implies [[Vi2(k, H) — Vi2(k, H)| = Op(5124) = Op((F7) /") = 0.

Now we show ||I711f(k, H)| L IV11(k, H)||. Using an analogous setup as Lemma 3, it
suffices to show that

¢ T—H+1
_ " p
DT —k-H)" Y (Xeemr ®1)[8:8,_, — 818, | (Xi—pnk ®I,)'| >0,
p=—L t=k+1
form,n=1,..., H.Since (&, x&_pk — &r&r—pll = Op(ﬁ), it follows that

o K
|Gt ® 1D[318, = evei )Xot ®17] =017 )
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since (X,_m x ® I) is kr? x r. It follows that

¢ T—-H+1 k3

Z (T_k_H)_l Z (Xt—m,k®lr)[étééfp_Stgéfp](Xt—p—n,k ®Ir)/ Op<m£>~
p=—rt t=k+1
This implies that [[V{] (k, H) — Vi1(k, H)|| = Op(£,0) = 0, (S £ 52218 L o, O

LemMA 5. Under the assumptions used for Proposition 6, for any integer 1 < p <h —1,

T-H
«/% ; vilaPern—p = b 5e ]
r
= pPHCLS gh=p=1 /T "H (4 — a) + op(1).
plim=a"-1 <4
ProOOEF.
T-H ~ (1), GLS 1
ﬁ ; yz[ap8t+h— —plr Eryh— p] ﬁ Z yialeip—p
7 - I
VT-H ; wb Py
a r

Substitute out &, = (@ — @) Yi1h—p—1 + Er4h—p»

T-H T-H
1
),GLS
T Z)’ta Et+h—p N Zybp ((a — &) yn— p—1+ Erph— p)
- t=1
r r

,GLS ~
)6LS (g — a)Yi+h—p-1

1 T-H 1 T-H R
- ale, - P
’—T—H;yt t+h—p ’—T—H;yt
r r

—-H
1 R
7/—T i7] E )’tb(p)’GLSEz+h—p
- t=1

r
1 T-H ) T—H
S — Z Yt€t+h—p - Z YVtsh—p1
= (a? - I;(p)'GLS) ren tlzl _ HGIS (4 _ 4y VT-H 5
N ——

plim=0 M
—
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where convergence in distribution is due to the mixingale central limit theorem. It fol-
lows that

T-H
1 2(p),GLS
e Z }’t[ap81+h—p — b 8t+h—p]
vT-H =
r
\/— Z Yt¥t+h—p-1
=0,(1) + 6P O (a — a) !

r

Substituting out y, 44— p—1 = ah_f’_lyt +a" P25 4+ agiip—p-2+ &1h—p-1

= 0,(1) 4+ bP1CS =P YT TH (i — a) +bP S (a — a)

plim=a" 4 plim=0
Z TP e+t ag p—2+ Eth_p-1)
X =1 - ,
r
d
—

where convergence in distribution is due to the mixingale central limit theorem. Conse-
quently,

T-H
\/ﬁ Z Yt[ap8z+h— —btr) GL58t+h p]
=1 _ = pW OIS gh=p=1 T TH(a — a)+o,(1).
r plim=ah-1 A
O

A.2. PROOFS OF THEOREMS

Proor oF THEOREM 2. To show consistency of LP GLS, it suffices to show that || U7 || LA
0 because

|B(k, h, GLS) — B(k, )| < (U171l + 1 U2rll + 1 Us | — 1 Uarl) [T -

From Proposition 2, we know ||1A“,:1 [l1 is bounded in probability and that || U;r |, || Uzt |,

and ||Usr|| converge in probability to 0. The proof showing ||Uar|| L2 0 will be a proof
by induction. Assume the consistency for the previous /& — 1 horizons has been proven.
Hence, 0] 5 |0 < cofor 1 <1< —1.Note & = &+ (X341 Ajyi—j) — (B(k, 1) -
B(k,1))X;_1 k). Therefore,

h—1 R T-H 00
Usr = Z@)z{(T —k—H)™! Z <3t+h—l + ( Z Aj)’t—i—h—l—j)

=1 1=k j=k+1
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— (B(k, 1) — B(k, 1))Xz+h—1—1,k>X;,k}-

By Lemma A.2, part C, in Goncalves and Kilian (2007), we know that ||{(T — k —

H)' Y e X! 3125 0,for 1 <1< h—1.Since h—1is finiteand @] 2 [16,]| < oo,

h—1

Zél{(T—k—H) th+h 1X; }H

=1

i {(T—k—H) Zs,+h WX, }Hio.

plim=0

bounded

To show || Uy || L 0, it now suffices to show that

h—1

T—-H o0
Z@z{(T—k—H)_l > (( > Aj)’t+h—l—j> —(B(k, 1) - B(k, 1))Xz+h_z_1,k>X;,k}

=1 t=k j=k+1

converges in probability to 0. Owing to & — 1 is finite and ||@1|| L 10;]| < oo, this simpli-
fies to showing

T-H o)
'H(T—k—H)_l Z( Z Aj)’t+h—l—j)X;,k}

t=k \j=k+1

T-H

—:(T—k—H)_1 Z((é(k,l) B(k, D)) X 4h-1-1,k) X }H—>0
1=k

By Theorem 1 in Lewis and Reinsel (1985), |{(T — k — H)~ 12 ((Z, k1 Aj %

Virh—l— J))th}|| L 0. Now all that is left to show is (T —k —H)~ 12 H(Bk, 1) —

B(k, 1))Xt+h,1,1,k)Xt,k}|| 2 0. Note that

T-H
H {(T —k—H)™' > " ((B(k,1) - B(k, 1))Xt+h—1_1,k)X§,k] H
t=k

£o.

{(é(k, 1) — B(k, 1))”

T-H
(T—k—-H)™! Z Xt+hll,kX;,k}
t=k

1

plim=0 bounded

Since this is a proof by induction, it was assumed that the first # — 1 horizons are consis-
tent, so the first term converges in probability to 0. The second term is bounded due to
Tkl = I(T—k—H)™! ZtT:_kH X, kX, |1 being bounded and since the autocovariances
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are absolutely summable. It follows that

T-H 00 k
H @1{(T —k—H)' Y <<8t+h—1 + (Z Aj}’t—i—h—l—j) - (Z Ai)’t+h—l—i>))X;,k}
i=1

t=k j=1

p
— 0,

foreach 1 <! < h — 1. Therefore, |Uy7 || £0.To complete the proof by induction, note
that the horizon 1 LP is a VAR, and the consistency results for the VAR were proved in
Goncalves and Kilian (2007, Lemma A.2). O

Proor oF THEOREM 3. By Lemma 1 and Proposition 5, we know that

VT —k — Hvec[B(k, H, GLS) — B(k, H)]
I(k, H)' L
VT — k — Hvec[B(k, 2, GLS) — B(k, 2)]
VT —k — Hvec[B(k, 1, OLS) — B(k, 1)]
VT —k — Hvech[S — 3]

T-H
— (T —k—H) V2 Z StrucScoreEf}_I =0,(1),

t=k

where
i (F;lXt,k ®Ir)81+H + Sk,H(FZIXt,k ®Ir)8t+1 ]
an |1 HY | S
StrucScore; ;; = (T Xk @I ) err2+ sk,2(Dy Xk @ Ir) &4

(FIZIX[,/( ®1 )&

Vech(s[+18;+1 — 2)

To use the mixingale CLT, I need to show:
1. {¢ ’StrucScoreEH ) Fi}isan adapted mixingale with y; = OP(iflfs) for some 6 > 0

=14y, &) is a {[r(r + 1)/2] + 1} x 1 Cramer-Wold device where {1; is a scalar.
It follows from Proposition 3 that {ScoreEH ), F;} is an adapted mixingale with ¢; =
(E(E(Score!™) | F,_)?))V/2A, where A = H”/#*+1D) for any v > 0, and y; = i~ @+1/”_ By The-
orem 3.49 and Lemma 6.16 in White (2001),

(E(E (& veeh(e,e's — )| Fi_i)?)) 72 <2(212 + 1)a(i) 4(E[ (£, vech(s:& — 3))*]) V4.

By Assumption 4, a(i)!/* = 0, (i~"*V/) since a(m) = O, (m=4+1/")_So, {,, vech(e; x
e, — %), Fy} is an adapted mixingale sequence with ¢, = 2(21/2 + 1)(E[({5; vech(ese) —
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3))4)V4 and y; = i~ #*+D/7 Tt follows by Minkowski’s inequality that {¢’StrucScore'™), 7;}
is an adapted mixingale sequence with

Y2A 4 2(212 41)(E[(g5, veeh(ee' — 3)) )Y,

¢ = (E(E(g’ilStrucScoreEH)|]—"t_i)2))
where A = H”/*+1) and y; = i~ *+D/?_ Therefore, {¢'StrucScore!"”, F,} is a mixingale of
size y; = O, (i~ TD/Y), O

Proor oF THEOREM 4. Let

Ye+1 = aYt + €141,

|a| < 1and ¢;isani.i.d. process with E(&;) = 0 and var(g;) = o?. This implies that E(y;) =

0 and the var(y;) = E(y;y) = ﬁ The LP GLS model at horizon #4 is

i (h—1),GLS »
( ) Ei+

~(h
)’t+h—b (h) (h)

£ (1),GLS 5
..o —pM &y R T

1— h—1=D>

Note that

lim var[v/'T — H(l;(h)’OLS - ah)]

T—o0

— lim {var[s/T = H (BUGLS — qh) — T = H (hUGLS — pi.OLS))]

T—o0
= Tlim {Var[M(B(h)’GLS —a")]+var[VT - H(B(h)’OLS — IS(h)'GLS)]
—00

+2cov[VT — H(B-CLS —gh), T —H(b-OLS — pi.CLS) ]},
In order to show that the GLS estimator is at least as efficient, it suffices to show that

lim {2cov[vT — H(I;(h)'GLS —a"), VT - H(l;(h)’OLS — IS(h)'GLS)]} >0.

T—o0
By Proposition 6,
= =
T Z Y&l ——/——= Z Yi&tth
ﬂ(é(h),GLS hy P o VI —H o T-H 5
— —a") > (h—1)a - + - )

r r

By Proposition 6, we also know that

1 T-H h—1
e 2 E o)
T =1

p=1

JTH[IOIS _ jn.cis 2, :
r

1 T—-H
e Z V€41
-1 r-H t=1
r

—(h—1)ad"
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So,

lim cov[m[l;(h)'om _I;(h),GLS], m{g(h),GLs _ ah}]

T— o0

;7 7aps _>
\/—ZYmmH m’;y<z +h—p

—E|(h-1)a"

I r
B = 1 —H
- & —_— &
" —T_me:lym m+1 . m;}’n n+1
—E | (h-1)a"! < x (h—1a""! =

-H
1 1 4 )
I E Vin€m-+h E Yn § :a Ent+h—p
VT—H =" JT-H o (p:1

+ F — X ~
T r
T 2 e =} Z nensl
- m=1 h—1
_E 2 x (h—1)a F

. A p 2
Since I’ = (1(—7—[12)’ we have

= lim <(1;72az)>2{(h—1)a [Zij%{YmSmHYn(Zd Ent+h— p>:|

T—o0
n=1

T-HT—-H
_a2(h—1)(h 1) —E|:Z Zym3m+1yn8n+1j|
m=1

n=1

[Tilgymemwyn(Za Enth- p)}

m=1 n=1

1 T-HT—-H
_ mgh—l(h - 1)E[ Z Z Ym8m+hYn3n+1:|}

m=1 n=1

“) 2 hlh_l h—1 ot 2(h—1) 2 o’
= h_]. - I B h_]'
< 5 ){( )a I;a 1= a) a ( )(1_02)
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h-1 ot s
2p 2(h-1)
+) af——-—a (h—1)——
L

3 (-
=(1-a°) a’P AP -1t
e (5)-
positive

nonnegative

where the second to last equality is due to independence of the errors. Note that the last
term is nonnegative since

h—1 h—1
(Z a2p> ZaZ(p—h—H)
p=1 p=1

= >1, forh=2,3,...,
a* "=V (p 1) h—1  — o

where the inequality is due to p+1 < & and |a| < 1. Therefore, GLS is more efficient since
lim var[ﬂ(l;(h),ms _ ah)]
T—o0
= lim {Var[m(é(h),GLS _ ah)] +Var[ﬂ(3(h),OLs B l;(h),GLS)]

T—o0

positive positive

+2cov[VT — H (b CLS — o), T —H (b0 — p(n.CLS) 1,

nonnegative

O

A A . - (H)yx .
Proor oF THEOREM 5. Note that § , can replace §; , in RStrucScore, ., since

A~ H), .
plim{(T — k — H)"\2 Y1 RStrucScoreE +1) "} is unaffected by the change. To see why,
note that

h—1 T-H
(Z{f‘]zlf‘/(h—l—l),k ®®}'< — ®l})(T —k —H)—1/2 Z (Fllet'k ®Ir)8t+1
=1 t=k

h—1
(T —k — H)'Y? (Z{Fklrl(h—l—l),k 0] — ®1})
=1

1

0p(k1/2)
T-H k
-1 -1 —
(T—k—H) Z(Fk Xk ® 1) e =OP(T1/2)-
t=k
Op()

l{(k, H)'|| is bounded by assumption and can be ignored. The first term after the in-
equality is O, (k'/?) because ||l",;1||1 and [T, _,_, .l are consistent and bounded in

probability and ||(:)}k — 0 = (71/2) by Lemma 2. The second term is O (T1/2) by
Proposition 2.
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R H),
Due to independence of the blocks, var*((T — k — H)~1/? ZtT:_kH RStrucScoreg +1) )=

Virk, H) by Lemma 4. Moreover, by Lemma 4 we know that ||I}l’(k, H)| LA Wk, H)|.
Note that

T-H N ¢
. H), . H),
(T—k—H)"*Y RStrucScoreE+1 "= > (N) V)2 RStrucScore,(Hl:(j,m
t=k Jj=1 s=1

N
=05
j=1

A H),
where QF = (N)~'/2()7!/? Ze_lRStrucScoreLJr);(j 1y¢- 1t follows that E*[Q%] = 0,

E*[Q*Q* =0 for s # j, and E*[Q*Q* v (k 1) To show asymptotic normality, I will
use the CLT for triangular arrays of 1ndependent random variables, Theorem 27.3 in
Billingsley (1995). We need to show

1. N *
Z (010}) 5 VK, H),
2. N )
ZE*(M/QT‘ +§)
j=1 P*
I ez Y
s ([ o %) 2
[Zf (e )}
Jj=

where ¢ is a {[r(r + 1)/2] + 1} x 1 Cramer—Wold device. The first condition has already
been proven. For a Lyapunov condition, set ¢ = 2. The denominator is bounded since

¢ ¢
E*[(g’Q;F)Z] =)oY N (RStruAcScore,(:Q(,,l)@({RStruAcScoreﬁzr,l)g)/

n=1m=1

VI (k, H){'=0,(1)
= Op(Nil)-

Therefore,
al 2 N 2 ?
ZE*[(g’Q;f) ]=0,1) = [ZE*((:Q;) )} =0,(1).
i j=1

To show the numerator converges in probability to 0, note that since 7 has finite fourth
moments and (§/Q;f)2 =0,(N7h,

Z

ZE* 751" Z ) (£'Q))")=0p(N7") % 0. O
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A.3. STRUCTURAL BREAKS AND TIME-VARYING PARAMETER LP

Since autocorrelation is explicitly modeled, it is possible to estimate the time-varying
parameter LP. This was thought not possible before because the Kalman filter and other
popular techniques used to estimate time-varying parameter models require that the
error term is uncorrelated or that the autocorrelation process is specified (Hamilton
(1994)). Researchers are often interested in whether there is parameter instability in re-
gression models. As noted in Granger and Newbold (1977), macro data encountered in
practice are unlikely to be stationary. Stock and Watson (1996) and Ang and Bekaert
(2002) show many macroeconomic and financial time series exhibit parameter insta-
bility. It is also commonplace for regressions with macroeconomic time series to display
heteroskedasticity of unknown form (Stock and Watson (2007)), and in order to do valid
inference, the heteroskedasticity must be taken into account. Parameter instability can
occur for many reasons such as policy changes, technological evolution, changing eco-
nomic conditions, etc. If parameter instability is not appropriately taken into account,
it can lead to invalid inference, poor out-of-sample forecasting, and incorrect policy
evaluation. Moreover, as shown in Granger (2008), time-varying parameter models can
approximate any nonlinear model (nonlinear in the variables and/or the parameters),
which makes them more robust to model misspecification.

It is worth reiterating that the GLS procedure presented in Section 2 and the con-
sistency and asymptotic normality of the procedure assumes stationarity.! Nonstation-
arity can be caused by unit roots or structural breaks. When nonstationarity is caused
by structural breaks, all methods will break down if they do not properly take into ac-
count change(s) in the parameters. Stationarity guarantees that the model has a linear
time-invariant VMA representation. If the data are not stationary and structural breaks
are the cause, then the procedure may not eliminate autocorrelation. To understand
why it matters if structural breaks are present, note that if the data are not stationary,
it is possible for the estimated horizon 1 LP residuals to be uncorrelated since the VAR
can still produce reasonable one-step ahead forecasts when the model is misspecified
(Jorda (2005)). A “Wold representation” exists for nonstationary data, but the impulse
responses for this VMA representation are allowed to be time dependent (Granger and
Newbold (1977), Priestley (1988)).? Assuming there is no deterministic component, any
time-series process can be written as

o0
yi=é&r+ Z 0O -
i=1

LIf unit roots are the cause, consistency can still hold if the errors have enough moments (Jorda (2009)),
so the procedure would still eliminate autocorrelation, but asymptotic normality of the results could break
down in general. That being said, inference would be valid in the presence of unit roots in certain cases (see
Jorda (2009, Proposition 4) for details). Montiel Olea and Plagborg-Meller (2022) show that lag augmenta-
tion with LP can handle unit roots more generally.

2Nonstationarity in economics typically refers to explosive behavior (e.g., unit roots), but nonstationarity
is more general and refers to a distribution that does not have a constant mean and/or variance over time.
Depending on the true model, differencing may not make the data stationarity (Leybourne, McCabe, and
Tremayne (1996), Priestley (1988)).
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where 0; ; is now indexed by the horizon and time period and var(e;) = 3. Using re-
cursive substitution, the time dependent Wold representation can be written as a time
dependent VAR or a time dependent LP. It can be shown that a time dependent version
of Theorem 1 exists. The horizon / time dependent LP is

h h h
Yerh = Bg,z)yt +B£,t)yt_1 +ot e§+)h’

where

h
€§+)h =0p 1841+ + O 8 p 1+ &4y

h
Bg,t) = ®h,t'

Ifimpulse responses are time dependent at higher horizons, but a time-invariant version
of LP GLS is applied, autocorrelation may not be eliminated at these horizons because
the time-invariant LP are misspecified. In other words, if the data are nonstationary and
the nonstationarity is caused by structural breaks, the time-invariant version of LP GLS
may not eliminate autocorrelation in the residuals since the estimates of the impulse
responses may not be consistent. In this sense, LP GLS is a type of general misspecifi-
cation test, because if one had estimated LP using OLS and HAC standard errors, the
autocorrelation in the residuals would not hint toward potential misspecification since
the residuals are inherently autocorrelated.

Just like the time-invariant case, k can be infinite in population but will be truncated
to a finite value in finite samples. Similar to the time-invariant transformation, one can
do a GLS transformation it(ﬂq = Vip — égl:lt_l)g‘[+1’k — = lA?glt) &r4n-1,k- Then one can
estimate horizon # via the following equation:

y[(ﬁ)h = Bg{?% + Béf’)yt_l +-+ B,((h,)Yz—kH + ﬁ;f?hk

)

Estimation is carried out in the same way as in the time-invariant case, except the mod-
els are being estimated with time-varying parameters.

Just like a static LP model can be less sensitive to model misspecification than a static
VAR, atime-varying parameter LP model may be less sensitive to model misspecification
than a time-varying parameter VAR. If the true model is time varying, then the misspeci-
fication of the VAR can extend to the time variation as well. Due to the iterative nature of
the VAR, misspecification in time variation would be compounded in the construction
of the impulse responses alongside other misspecifications in the VAR. Time-varying
parameter LB, however, allow for the amount and nature of time variation to change
across horizons. Since time-varying parameter models can also approximate any non-
linear model, time-varying parameter LP can do a better job capturing the time variation
in the impulse responses at each horizon.3

As noted in Granger and Newbold (1977), macro data encountered in practice are
unlikely to be stationary, implying that the Wold representation may be time dependent.

3This will depend on the nature of the time variation in the Wold representation and how time variation
is modeled when estimating (i.e., random walk, nonparametric, etc.).
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If the impulse responses of the Wold representation are time dependent, since time-
varying parameter models can approximate any form of nonlinearity (Granger (2008)),
a time-varying version of LP GLS may be applied. The time-varying parameter version
of the above GLS procedure presented in Section 2 will be able to eliminate autocorrela-
tion as long as the parameter changes are not so violent that a time-varying parameter
model cannot track them. All else equal, the more adaptive the time-varying parameter
model, the better the time-varying parameter model will be able to track changes and
the better the approximation.* If the nature of the time dependence is known, that is,
the researcher knows when the structural breaks occur or the nature of the time varia-
tion, then that specific time dependent model can be applied to the LP GLS procedure.
The conditions under which this procedure is consistent and asymptotically normal,
as well as the proofs for consistency and asymptotic normality could vary depending
on the type of time-dependent model being used and the estimation procedure and is
therefore left for future research.

A.4. ROBUSTNESS CHECKS AND ADDITIONAL MONTE CARLOS

The coverage distortion results for the bootstrap and analytical VARs in the empirically
calibrated VAR(16) Monte Carlos is alarming. Due to sample size limitations, it could
be the case that the some of the estimates of the empirically calibrated VAR(16)’s are
erratic and are the source of the distortions. As a robustness check, I generate the data
using a VAR(10), VAR(12), and VAR(14), and estimated the data for all of the models
using 8 lags. For the fiscal VAR when the data was generated using the VAR (10), coverage
could drop as low as approximately 80%, but would be at least in the mid-80s overall.
Distortions show up significantly when estimating the VAR (12) and VAR(14). For the
technology VAR, there are coverage distortions for some parameters and horizons for the
VAR (10) and they only get worse for the VAR(12) and VAR(14). As another robustness
check, I also generate the data using a VAR(8), then estimate the models using 4 lags
and then 6 lags. The severe coverage distortions for the fiscal and technology VAR exist
when both 4 and 6 lags are used in estimation.

As discussed in Poskitt and Yao (2017), the two sources of estimation error for struc-
tural impulse responses identified via long-run restrictions can be broken down into
“truncation bias” and “identification bias,” which we can think of as estimation error
for the Wold coefficients and estimation error for the long-run identification restriction.
To help pinpoint how this affects the Poskitt and Yao (2017) Monte Carlo, I present the
results for just the Wold coefficients. Select results are presented in Figure A.1.

LP OLS and the analytical VAR have the best coverage, which is at or near the nom-
inal level throughout. The different LP GLS bootstrap estimators have close to nominal
coverage for around the first 8 or so horizons for all of the impulse responses, but at
longer horizons coverage would dip for 2 of the four impulse responses to the mid-80s
for the nonbias adjusted estimator and low to mid-80s for the bias adjusted estimator.’

4Baumeister and Peersman (2013) show via Monte Carlo simulations that time-varying parameter mod-
els are able to capture discrete breaks in a satisfactory manner should they occur.

5Additional Monte Carlo evidence shows that the dip is only temporary and coverage returns to approx-
imately nominal level after horizon 15.
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F1GURE A.1. Coverage rates for 95% confidence intervals and average length for RBC VARMA.
Note: Bias-adjusted LP GLS bootstrap (LP GLS Boot BA), LP GLS bootstrap (LP GLS Boot), Ana-
lytical LP GLS estimator (LP GLS), LP OLS with equal-weighted cosine HAC standard errors (LP
OLS), Bias-adjusted VAR bootstrap (VAR Boot BA), Analytical VAR estimator (VAR).

For the analytical LP GLS estimator, coverage would be at or near the nominal level for
the first 8 or so horizons for all of the impulse responses, while it could drop as low as
approximately 80% for higher horizons for 2 of the 4 impulse responses. The VAR boot-
strap had serious coverage distortions with coverage falling as low as 38% for one im-
pulse response and 55% for another. The VAR bootstrap had the shortest average length
throughout followed by the LP GLS estimators. The average length of the analytic VAR
and LP OLS, however, could be significantly larger than all of the other estimators at
longer horizons.

Inspired by Barnichon and Matthes (2018), Jorda, Oscar, Singh, and Taylor (2020),
I include the following MA(35) generated using Gaussian basis functions:

35

Yt =é&¢ + Zaistfir &t NN(O) 1))
i=1

where

0; i~ B\?
0;i = 35’ ) 6?:aexp{—<%> }forj:l,...,35, anda=1,B8=6,6=12.
2.0
i=1

The parameters are chosen so that the true impulse response is hump shaped, which is
thought to be a common occurrence in macro (Auclert, Rognlie, and Straub (2020)), and
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LP GLS estimator (LP GLS), LP OLS with equal-weighted cosine HAC standard errors (LP OLS),
Bias-adjusted VAR bootstrap (VAR Boot BA), Analytical VAR estimator (VAR).

the cumulative impulse response sums up to 1. The results are presented in Figure A.2.
Here, the LP estimators have at least 88% coverage for all horizons and approximately
95% coverage for most horizons. The bootstrap VAR estimator, on the other hand, has
about 90% coverage for the first 1 or 2 horizons before coverage drops precipitously.
The analytic VAR estimator had coverage comparable if not slightly better than the LP
estimators. There are little to no efficiency gains from using the LP GLS estimators as
all of the estimators except for the VAR bootstrap have approximately the same average
length throughout.

I redo several of the Monte Carlos in Kilian and Kim (2011). I start with the following
VAR (1):

Yer1= A1y + &1, & ~N(0,2%),

where

A 0 1 0.3
A= , A .5,0.9,0.973, = .
1 |:0‘5 0.5:| 11 €{0.5,0.9,0.97} and 3 |:0.3 1 :|

Despite the model being simplistic, it has been a benchmark in the literature. For this
DGP, the bias-adjusted VAR bootstrap performs the best overall. The LP GLS bootstraps
also perform well, but they are not as efficient, and for the persistent eigenvalues, the
coverage is slightly worse than the bias-adjusted VAR. The analytical LP GLS, LP OLS,
and the analytical VAR performance deteriorates the most when the eigenvalues are
more persistent. Despite this, all of the estimators have coverage of at least 80% for all
horizons. The LP GLS estimators are more efficient than the LP OLS estimator. Select
results are presented in Figure A.3.

The following is from Kilian and Kim (2011) based on quarterly investment growth,
inflation, and the commercial paper rate:

Vg1 = A1y + €141+ Mre,, & ~N(0, PP'),
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FiGure A.3. Coverage rates for 95% confidence intervals and average length for VAR(1) models.
Note: Bias-adjusted LP GLS bootstrap (LP GLS Boot BA), LP GLS bootstrap (LP GLS Boot), Ana-
lytical LP GLS estimator (LP GLS), LP OLS with equal-weighted cosine HAC standard errors (LP
OLS), Bias-adjusted VAR bootstrap (VAR Boot BA), Analytical VAR estimator (VAR).

where
[ 0.5417 —0.1971 —0.9395 —0.1428 —1.5133 —0.7053
Ar=| 0.04 0.9677 0.0323 |, M;=|-0.0202 0.0309 0.1561 |,
—0.0015 0.0829  0.808 0.0227 0.1178 —0.0153
[ 9.2352 0 0
P=|-1.4343 3.607 0
—0.7756 1.2296 2.7555

All of the estimators have at least 90% for all parameters. The average length for the LP
GLS estimators are quite a bit shorter than the LP OLS estimator. Also, note that the av-
erage length of the VAR analytic confidence intervals are much wider than the bootstrap
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FIGURE A.4. Coverage rates for 95% confidence intervals and average length for VARMA(1, 1).
Note: Bias-adjusted LP GLS bootstrap (LP GLS Boot BA), LP GLS bootstrap (LP GLS Boot), Ana-
lytical LP GLS estimator (LP GLS), LP OLS with equal-weighted cosine HAC standard errors (LP
OLS), Bias-adjusted VAR bootstrap (VAR Boot BA), Analytical VAR estimator (VAR).

VAR confidence intervals and even the LP GLS intervals. Select results are presented in
Figure A 4.

In summary for the Kilian and Kim (2011) data generating processes, the LP GLS
bootstraps performed well, but not as well as the bias-adjusted bootstrap VAR. The LP
GLS analytical estimator tended to perform better than the LP OLS, but all three of these
estimators had coverage that tended to fall off more when estimators had more per-
sistent eigenvalues. Surprisingly for the VARMA(1, 1) DGP most estimators had average
lengths shorter than the infinite-order analytic VAR estimator. Relative to Kilian and Kim
(2011), the LP estimators used in these Monte Carlos performed much better. The poor
performance of LP estimators in Kilian and Kim (2011) was due to two reasons. First, Kil-
ian and Kim (2011) were limited to using the LP estimators of the time. They used a block
bootstrap LP estimator and an LP OLS estimator with Newey-West standard errors. The
drawbacks of using a standard block bootstrap for LP are discussed in the next section
(Section A.5). Moreover, Newey-West standard errors have well-known coverage distor-
tions (Miiller (2014)). The equal-weighted cosine HAC standard errors of Lazarus, Lewis,
Stock, and Watson (2018) is a much better alternative. Monte Carlos with Newey-West
standard errors are not included, but preliminary Monte Carlo evidence corroborates
the claim that equal-weighted cosine HAC standard errors are a better alternative rel-
ative to standard Newey-West. Second, not explicitly modeling for autocorrelation and
doing a GLS correction appears to have negatively affected the LP performance in the
Kilian and Kim (2011) Monte Carlos.

A.5. BOOTSTRAPPING INFERENCE

As noted in Briiggemann, Jentsch, and Trenkler (2016), structural inference using the
standard wild bootstrap is invalid. The intuition behind their result is that if you ap-
ply a wild bootstrap to the errors, it cannot properly mimic the fourth-order moments,
and since fourth-order moments are needed to calculate Vi2(k, H) =V51(k, H) and V52,
structural inference based on the wild bootstrap would be invalid. A standard block
bootstrap on y could be used, but for LP if one wants to calculate a statistic which
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is a function of parameters from multiple horizons, that is, a cumulative multiplier, it
has the drawback that the blocks would need to be of length H + k£ + ¢. To appreciate
this point, note that up to this point, when a researcher wants to conduct joint infer-
ence using LP OLS via a block bootstrap, they would first need to construct all possible
{Ve+H, -+ Yi—ks1} tuples to preserve the joint dependence. Then blocks of ¢ consecu-
tive tuples are concatenated together to create bootstrap samples of the data, which are
then used to construct LP estimates. This is equivalent to sampling random blocks of
size H + k + £ and concatenating them. To highlight why this is relevant in practice,
think of the application of Gertler and Karadi (2015) as implemented in Ramey (2016).
Impulse responses were estimated 48 horizons out and the regressions included 2 lags.
If one wanted to calculate the cumulative impact of a monetary policy shock for the 48
horizons, H = 48 and k = 2, and the block length would be 50 + ¢. If one were to instead
estimate impulse horizons 16 horizons out, the block length would be 18 + ¢. Consid-
ering the bias variance tradeoff involved in choosing a block length, having the block
length also depend on H and & is clearly an undesirable feature.

To overcome these issues, I propose a hybrid score block wild bootstrap. This boot-
strap combines the score wild bootstrap Kline and Santos (2012), with the block wild
bootstraps of Shao (2011) and Yeh (1998). Briiggemann, Jentsch, and Trenkler (2016) ar-
gue that the block wild bootstrap leads to invalid inference, but that result is due to the
way they implemented the bootstrap. The key is to recognize since we are not doing in-
ference on the error terms, we do not need to bootstrap the error terms and generate the
dependent variable like you would in a traditional wild bootstrap. This can be seen by
using the structural version of the rearranged score. Note that

[ X e ® L) e + s (T Xk ® 1) e | ]
(H) [k, HY' -1 : -1
RStrucScore,,] = (T Xi—1,x @ 1) a1 +sx,2(T) Xk ® 1) er41 ,
(Fllet,k ®Ir)er41
i vech(e/418),; —3) i
(H)

where RStrucScore,; is the rearranged “structural” score where the &'s line up. Apply-
ing the block wild bootstrap to the sample analogue of the rearranged score leads to a
valid bootstrap. Let n be a zero mean unit variance random variable with finite fourth
moments. For simplicity, assume T — k — H = N¢ where N is the number of blocks of

length ¢ is the length of each block. Define RStrucScoreEfl) as the sample analogue of

(H).
RStrucScoret i

would be used, that is, f‘,:l for F,:l. Instead of multiplying the rearranged scores by the
iid. {mgy1, ..., n7—Hg+1} yielding

anywhere a parameter is not known, the estimated sample analogue

> (H), o
RStrucScore, = RStrucScoregH) Nt

one would create

A H), o
RStrucScoreE M RStrucScoregH)”r)[,/g]-
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(H)
k+1 0"

and multiply the jth block by 7n; to get the bootstrap sample {RStrucScoregr)l*, ces

In other words, cut {RStrucScore RStrucScoreT 1) into N blocks of length ¢

RStruEScore(Tfi); +1}- This can be implemented simply by applying the block wild boot-

strap to
£ &tk
A A/t’k S\ K = A A/y -~ T’[t/e]v
(St,kgz,k _2) (atvk‘c"t,k _E)

and replacing the corresponding sample analogues with their bootstrap quantities. To
summarize:

1. Decide on the number of bootstrap draws, J, and the maximum number of impulse
response horizons to be estimated, H.

2. Use the FGLS procedure described in Section 3 to obtain estimates of {BY‘), e,
B,(Ch)} for each horizon the H horizons. The horizon 1 LP yields estimates of

{ét,k: (ét,ké;yk 2)}t k+1°

3. Divide {& x, (&8/,k&} ; — i)}f:kﬂ, into N blocks of length ¢. For each bootstrap draw,
J, generate N zero mean unit variance random normal variables n, and multiply
the jth block by n; where

&l k &1k
YA Bl P ONPVER N R 17750
(st,kst,k _E) (St,kat,k E)

Then bootstrap draws can be created for each horizon by

T-H
N* D -1 -1
B*(k,1,0LS) = B(k, 1, OLS) + (T — k — H) {2 t+1kth}r
t=k

B*(k,2, GLS) = B(k, 2, GLS) + (T — k — H) ™ ({ > &k }f,;l

1 T—-H
A A s Ap-17 A1
+Z®?‘{ 3 X}r S )

=1 t=k

>
Lol
—

B*(k, h, GLS) = B(k, h, GLS) 4 (T — k — H)™! ({ D& X }
t=k

h-1 T-H
A ~ / =11 -1
+ Z®7{ > 8t+1,kXt,k}Fk Un—1-1),, Ty )
=1

t=k
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and
A ~ T_H A
S =S4 (T—k—H)" Y (3,48, —2)".
t=k

Note that ;* = 1§’f(l ):GLS The draws of 3* are not guaranteed to be positive semi-definite.

Whenever i* is not positive semidefinite, the entire iteration is redone with new draws
of 7.5 The bootstrap can also be implemented with bias adjustment if desired. The bias
of the LP parameters can be calculated by applying the bias correction of West and Zhao
(2019) to the FGLS LP models.”

s*
Since the X's are fixed and the joint autocovariances of | ok

(el )7
for ¢ lags, the score block wild bootstrap properly mimics the fourth-order moments of
¢ needed to yield consistent estimates of 112(k, H) = V1(k, H) and V,; if £ — oo at a
suitable rate. The bootstrap would yield consistent estimates of 11 (k, H), whether or

not ¢ grows.

are preserved

ASSUMPTION 5. Let Assumption 4 hold. Assume that in addition that 1 is i.i.d. with
Elngol* <A < oo,

8
— 0, T,k .
T—> — 00

8
— =0, T,{— oo.
T
THEOREM 5 (Validity of bootstrap for structural inference). Under Assumption 5,

VT — k — Hvec[B*(k, H, GLS) — B(k, H, GLS)]

Ik, HY L . .
VT — k — Hvec[B*(k, 2, GLS) — B(k, 2, GLS)] LR N(0,V(k, H)).
VT — k — Hvec[B*(k, 1, OLS) — B(k, 1, OLS)]
VT —k— Hvech[i* — i]
Prookr. See Section A.2. O

Since structural inference only involved the first and second moments of the rear-
ranged score, and since the rearranged score has a mean of 0, applying the block wild
bootstrap to the rearranged score is valid since it preserves the first and second moments
of the score, which is all we need to in order to do structural inference. By bootstrap-
ping the rearranged score, the structural inference problems discussed in Briiggemann,
Jentsch, and Trenkler (2016) are avoided entirely. Theorem 5 includes the sieve VAR as a

6In the empirical application, only a handful of iterations had to be redone.

"Whether or not one should bias adjust in practice is debatable. Bias adjustment can push sample esti-
mates further away from the true values, and bias adjustment can increase the variance (Efron and Tibshi-
rani (1993)).
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special case, thus the bootstrap also provides a sieve extension of Briiggemann, Jentsch,
and Trenkler (2016).8

There are no great rules of thumb for choosing ¢ in general. Since the block length
involves a bias variance tradeoff with longer block lengths yielding less biased test statis-
tics with larger variances and shorter block lengths yielding the opposite, data depen-
dent rules such as those listed in Chapter 7 of Lahiri (2003), but which optimize cover-
age, should be developed in future research. In the case where one is only interested in
the reduced form impulse responses, one can simply set £ = 1 and not sample S, Using
standard arguments, the Delta method can applied.’

A.6. STRUCTURAL IDENTIFICATION

This subsection briefly discusses structural identification in LP GLS. These techniques
can be applied to both the bootstrapped LP and the analytical LP. In the analytical case,
confidence intervals can be constructed using the delta method. For an extensive review
of structural identification in VARs and LP, see Ramey (2016), and for an extensive treat-
ment of identification in VARs and LP using external instruments, see Stock and Watson
(2018). Going back to the infinite-order horizon 1 LB,

Yer1= Bﬁ”yz + Bél)%—l + -4 e,

and let &; = R(L)s; where s; is a vector of structural shocks and R(L) is a lag polynomial.

It is often the case that the researcher may not know all of the identifying restrictions
in R(L), but the researcher has an instrument that they believe can trace out impulse
responses of interest. The impulse responses of interest can instead be estimated by LP
instrumental variable regressions (LP-IV). Plagborg-Mgller and Wolf (2022) show that
in order for LP-1V to be valid, three conditions need to be satisfied. Decompose s; into
51, and sy,; where 51 ; is the structural shock of interest at time ¢ and s»,; represents all
other structural shocks at time ¢. Let z; be an instrument that the researcher believes can
trace out the impulse responses of 51 ;. The instrument must satisfy the following three
conditions:

(i)  Els1,:Z]#0,
(i) E[SZ,tEt] =0,
(lll) E[St_;,_jzt] =0 forj 7é 0,

where Z; is the population residual from projecting z; on all lags of z;, y;. The first two
conditions are just the standard relevance and exogeneity conditions for instrumental

81t should be noted that Briiggemann, Jentsch, and Trenkler (2016) use a moving block bootstrap in a
traditional recursive design VAR bootstrap setup, while here I apply a block wild bootstrap to the score.
Note that the score bootstraps avoids the second-order bias created by recursive design bootstraps (see
Kilian (1998) for a demonstration of the second-order bias).

91t is possible to write a more general delta method theorem to include a wider range of statistics (albeit
it may require additional conditions). See, for example, Corollary 1 in Inoue and Kilian (2002).
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variable regression. The third condition is a lead-lag exogeneity condition, which guar-
antees that the instrument, Z;, is only identifying the impulse response of the shock sy ;.
If the third condition is not satisfied, then Z; will amalgamate the impulse responses at
different horizons. In the case where Z; is a vector of multiple instruments, the condi-
tions are easily extended (Plagborg-Mpller and Wolf (2022)).

Researchers typically estimate LP-IV via two-stage least squares (2SLS). For exam-
ple, say I want to estimate the structural impulse response, g'”, the impact a shock to
monetary policy has on output at horizon 4. Let output be denoted as output, and the
monetary policy variable mp;. One can estimate LP-IV by estimating

(h)

output,, = g mp; + control variables + error’),,

via 2SLS and using Z; as an instrument for mp,.'°0 Alternatively, the impulse responses
of shocks to s;,; can be recovered if z; is included as an endogenous variable in the sys-
tem, and ordering it first in a recursive identification scheme (Plagborg-Mwller and Wolf
(2021)).11 Let V= [;f ] where y; contains mp;, output,, and the control variables at time ¢,
then the horizon 1 LP/VAR is

V1= é%”f’t + éél))o’tfl + oot &g

Since z; is ordered first due to its exogeneity, the residual for the z; equation, &;,,, will
be able to trace out the structural impulse responses of interest.'> Going back to the
monetary policy example, the impulse response g(”) can be constructed as the impulse
response of output, , to &1, divided by the impulse response of mp; to &), ;. Hence, by
imbedding z; as an endogenous variable in the system and ordering it first in a recursive
identification scheme, one can just estimate the reduced form impulse responses of y;
via their preferred LP GLS method and construct the structural impulse responses of
interest.

A.7. APPLICATION TO GERTLER AND KARADI (2015)

For an empirical application, I redo the analysis of Gertler and Karadi (2015). One of the
reasons why the Gertler and Karadi (2015) analysis is so interesting is because there has
been tension in the literature about the results. Using a Proxy SVAR, Gertler and Karadi
(2015) find an increase in the 1-year Treasury rate leads to a decrease in both industrial
production and CPI. Several papers have challenged different aspects of the method-
ology and implementation of Gertler and Karadi (2015) (Ramey (2016), Briiggemann,

10The increasing variance problem may be particularly problematic with LP-IV, because the increasing
variance can weaken the strength of instrument for 4 > 1 if one is estimating a cumulative multiplier di-
rectly.

n the literature, a triangular (recursive) ordering is often called a cholesky ordering because people
often apply a cholesky decomposition to impose the ordering. It should be noted that the cholesky normal-
izes the variances of the structural shocks to unity. If one does not want to normalize the structural shocks,
one can instead use the LDL decomposition to impose recursive the ordering.

12Even if the control variables are exogenous to the system, any VARX can be written as a VAR with the
exogenous variables ordered first in a block recursive scheme.
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Jentsch, and Trenkler (2016), Stock and Watson (2018), Jentsch and Lunsford (2022)).13
Treating the high frequency identification instrument as the structural monetary policy
shock and using Newey-West standard errors, Ramey (2016) finds that an increase in the
the high frequency identification instrument leads to a significant decrease in CPI and
a significant increase in industrial production.' Output does not respond for at least a
year, and inflation does not respond for at least 30 months. Both output and CPI respond
more slowly relative to the Gertler and Karadi (2015) results.

To standardize comparisons so all of the methods are valid under the same assump-
tions, I will compare the results of the invertibility robust LP GLS IV, the invertibility
robust LP-IV with the equal-weighted cosine HAC standard errors, and the invertibility
robust recursive SVAR. All of these methods are valid in the presence of conditional het-
eroskedasticity, are invertibility robust (i.e., they are consistent in the presence of omit-
ted variables), and are estimated over the same sample period. The system of macroe-
conomic variables I use includes output (growth rate of industrial production), inflation
(growth rate of CPI), the 1-year Treasury yield, the excess bond premium spread, and a
high frequency identification instrument.!® I do the baseline analysis using the surprise
to the 3-month ahead fed funds futures (ff4_tc) as the instrument, and the data spans
1990M1-2012M86. All of the data was obtained from the Ramey (2016) data repository.

First, I estimate the system using the LP GLS bootstrap (without bias adjustment)
based on 20,000 replications using the procedure detailed in Section A.5. The high fre-
quency instrument is ordered first in the system. I use 12 lags in estimation as in Gertler
and Karadi (2015) and a block length of 10, but the results are qualitatively similar across
alternative choices for these parameters. For each bootstrap draw, I apply the recursive
decomposition as discussed in Section A.6, and the 90% confidence intervals for each
horizon are the are the 5% and 95% quantiles of the structural impulse response of inter-
est across all of the bootstrap draws for that horizon. Section A.8 discusses the software
suite used for LP GLS IV in context of this specific application.

The LP GLS IV bootstrap results for output and inflation are presented in the top
panel of Figures A.5. In general, I cannot reject the null hypothesis that a change in the
1-year Treasury has no impact on output or inflation during the first 4 years. F-test indi-
cates the instrument is relevant, with a bootstrap F-statistic of approximately 25.16

13Jentsch and Lunsford (2022, 2019) prove the invalidity of the Proxy SVAR bootstrap used in Gertler
and Karadi (2015) and show that it can dramatically underestimate uncertainty. Ramey (2016), Stock and
Watson (2018) point out that the high frequency identification instruments are correlated, thus violating the
lead-lag exogeneity condition discussed in Section A.6. The Proxy SVAR used in Gertler and Karadi (2015)
assumes invertibility, which is akin to assuming that the SVAR system does not have any omitted variables
(Stock and Watson (2018)).

14 A5 noted in Stock and Watson (2018), constructed measures of shocks have measurement error, which
in general leads to bias if the measure is treated as the true shock.

15These are the same variables used in Gertler and Karadi (2015), Ramey (2016), except they use logs
of industrial production and CPI. The assumptions of these techniques are based on stationary data
and Monte Carlos in this paper only compare stationary data generating processes. Moreover, the equal-
weighted cosine HAC standard errors were not designed to handle persistent regressors (Lazarus et al.
(2018)).

16Instrument strength varied with block length and the number of lags, but the instrument strength was
generally approximately 20 or higher.
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FIGURE A.5. LP GLS bootstrap results with 90% confidence intervals (top panel). Invertibility
robust invertibility-robust recursive SVAR results (middle panel) and the LP-IV results (bottom
panel) with 90% confidence intervals.

Next, I estimate the invertibility-robust recursive SVAR. To implement, I repeat the
procedure discussed in Section A.5, but only estimate the horizon 1 LP (since the hori-
zon 1 LP is the VAR). The VAR is not bias adjusted. I also use 12 lags, 20,000 bootstrap
replications, and a block length of 10. The bootstrap draws are used to construct the
VAR approximation of the Wold coefficients, then for each bootstrap draw, I apply the
recursive decomposition as discussed in Section A.6 to trace out the structural impulse
responses. The LP-IV with the equal-weighted cosine HAC standard errors results are es-
timated using the 2SLS procedure discussed in Section A.6, where the control variables
are the 12 lags of output, inflation, the 1-year Treasury yield, the excess bond premium,
and the high frequency identification instrument. The results for the invertibility-robust
recursive SVAR and the LP-IV are presented in Figure A.5 (in the middle and bottom
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panels respectively). As can be seen, one would in general still fail to reject the null hy-
pothesis that monetary policy has no affect on output and inflation.!”

The results are consistent with what Nakamura and Steinsson (2018) refer to as the
“power problem.” That is, the signal-to-noise ratio may be too small to estimate the im-
pact of monetary policy on lower frequency macroeconomic variables such as output
and inflation with any precision. The high frequency identification shocks are changes
in the federal funds futures in a tight window (e.g., 30 minutes) around an FOMC meet-
ing. Even if the identification scheme is valid, the shocks may be too small to deter-
mine changes in output and inflation, which are monthly variables that are probably
impacted by a host of structural shocks. The horizon # structural impulse response of
output to the 1-year Treasury yield, for example, is the horizon /4 response of output to
the high frequency instrument divided by the contemporaneous response of the one-
year Treasury yield to the instrument. Even if the instrument is relevant (the contempo-
raneous response of the 1-year Treasury yield to the instrument is nonzero and is esti-
mated with precision), if the response of output to the instrument cannot be estimated
with any precision, no meaningful inference can be done. The high frequency instru-
ments have an insignificant impact on output and inflation, despite being relevant. The
results indicate that maybe the high frequency identification shocks cannot be used to
determine the impact that monetary policy has on lower frequency aggregate variables
like output and inflation.

A.8. How TO SECTION FOR CODE

This section details how to use the LP GLS IV code and the reduced form LP GLS boot-
strap code and tries to be as self-contained as possible. To illustrate how to use the LP
GLS IV code, I will walk through how the Gertler and Karadi (2015) application figures
were constructed using LP GLS IV. The code is

[Structural_IRF, fstat] = lp_gls_boot_iv(y, arp, nstraps, maxh, blocksize, badj),
where the inputs are:
e yisther x T matrix of data,
e arp is the desired lag length,
e nstraps is the number of bootstrap draws,
e maxh is the max horizon one wants to estimate,
e blocksize is the block size for the block bootstrapping,

e badj is an indicator variable which is 1 if one wants to bias adjust and 0 if one does
not want to bias adjust.'®

17As a robustness check, I also used the change in 1-month ahead fed futures as an instrument. The
results were qualitatively and quantitative similar and the conclusions to follow remain unchanged.

18The econometrics toolbox is required for bias adjustment. It is debatable whether you should do bias
adjustment (see Efron and Tibshirani (1993)). So, depending on what you are doing, you may or may not
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The outputs are:
e Structural_IRF is the r x maxh x nstraps matrix structural impulse responses
e fstat is the bootstrap first stage F-statistic.

For this code, the order of the variables in y is important. The first row is the instru-
ment (e.g., HFI instrument). The second row is the independent variable that needs to
be instrumented (1-year Treasury). The order of the rest of the variables does not matter.
What is outputted is the structural impulse responses of the other variables to the instru-
mented independent variables (e.g., output’s responses to an exogenous change in the
1-year Treasury, inflation’s responses to a exogenous change in the 1-year Treasury, etc.).
The specific code used in the Gertler and Karadi (2015) application was

[Structural_IRF, fstat] = Ip_gls_boot_iv(y, 12, 20,000, 48, 10, 0).

Structural_IRF (i, h, :) gives the bootstrap draws of structural impulse responses for
the impact of 1 unit increase in the 1-year Treasury has on variable i at horizon h,
and 90% confidence intervals can be calculated by quantile (Structural_IRF (i, h, :), [0.05
0.95]). For example, since output is the 3rd variable, the bootstrap draws of structural
impulse responses for the impact of 1 unit increase in the 1-year Treasury has on out-
put for horizon 15 is given by Structural_IRF (3, 15, :), and 90% confidence intervals
can be calculated by quantile (Structural_IRF (3, 15, :), [0.05 0.95]). Since inflation is the
4th variable, the bootstrap draws of structural impulse responses for the impact of 1
unit increase in the 1-year Treasury has on inflation for horizon 27 is given by Struc-
tural_IRF (4, 27,:), and 90% confidence intervals can be calculated by quantile (Struc-
tural_IRF (4,27, ), [0.05 0.95]).

For those interested in the reduced form LP GLS code, the scripts Testing Code_
VAR(1) and Testing_Code_VARMA(1, 1) in the data replication files walk through how to
estimate the Wold impulse responses using the VAR(1) and VARMA(1, 1) models from
Section A.4. The function to estimate the Wold irfs is

[Beff, Sigma_hold] = lp_gls_boot(y, arp, nstraps, maxh, blocksize, badj, full),

where the inputs are mostly the same as the LP GLS IV code:

e yisther x T matrix of data,

arp is the desired lag length,

nstraps is the number of bootstrap draws,

e maxh is the max horizon one wants to estimate,

blocksize is the block size for the block bootstrapping,

want to bias adjust. Code uses bias adjustment from West and Zhao (2019). See bias code folder in the
replication files and West and Zhao (2019) for more details.
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e badj is an indicator variable, which is 1 if one wants to bias adjust and 0 if one does
not want to bias adjust,

e full is an optional input where full = 0 gives the Wold coefficients while full = 1
gives all of the LP parameters for each horizon. If full is not included as an input,
the default will just give the Wold coefficients.

The outputs are:

e Beff is the r x r x maxh x nstraps matrix of the wold impulse responses bootstrap
replications (default). For example, Beff (:, :, h, n)’ gives the nth bootstrap draw of
the horizon h Wold impulse. If full = 1 is included as an input, Beff gives the
(1 + kr) x r x maxh x nstraps matrix of all of the LP estimates. For example, if
full =1, Beff (:, :, h,n) gives the nth bootstrap draw of B(k, h)' = (BY”, . B,({h))/ as
defined in the paper, but with the addition of an intercept (which would be the first
column).

e Sigma_hold is the r x r x nstraps matrix of the covariance matrix bootstrap horizon
1 LP (VAR) residuals replications.
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