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Abstract

Recent research reveals a negative impact of divorce on children's welfare as a
consequence of the reduction in monetary and time contributions by the non-custodian
parent. When the custody arrangement is sole custody, the variables that link the absent
parent to the child are visitations and child support transfers. We explain visitations and
child support transfers using a behavioral model of competitive equilibrium in which both
variables are the results of competitive allocations realized in a decentralized non-
cooperative manner.

In our framework the mother has control over visitations and the father has control over
child support. Estimates of the model are used to simulate the effects of alternative
endowment levels on the proportion of time spent with the noncustodial parent and the
ex-post parental income distribution. Our results show that a more equal allocation of
time with the child, though beneficial to the children, may have a negative effect for the
mother's welfare, increasing the income gap between ex-spouses.

Key Words: Divorce, Visitations, Child support transfers
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t Þ�â¨å¢á�åÎå�ç$é�ÛKì�Þ�ß�áGÞ�Û{á�älß�ãEâ¬å�â¨Þ¢î¬á�å�ÞÎå¢ádÞ�î¬ÛKá�å�Þ�<%ì$ápõEå°ó�� û ß$ÛQã>â¨åÎâ�ÞládÞÎâ¬Ü�Úëãdá�è�â�á�ê7î¬Û ^
â¨åQì$ÛO~�Ú7ÛKì§ádåOÞÎß$Û�ï$èÎÜ�ï¯Ü�è|Þ�â¨Ü�Ú³Ü�Ý(ì�á{õ>å'â¬Ú³ÞÎß$Û%õ�Û{ádè'â¨Ú³ñ�ß$â¬älß á�ãEâ¨åÎâ¨ÞQÞÎÜ>Ü�u�ï$î¬á�äKÛ
ÞÎÜ é~ádÞ�älß²ÞÎß$Û:ÞÎß$ÛKÜ�è�õ9ñ^Û�äKÜ�Ú$å|Þ�è�ç$ä°Þ�â¨Ú[ÞÎß$Û�Ú$ÛUzEÞ�åÎÛ°ä°Þ�â¨Ü�Ú@ó û ß$Û�w|äKÜ�Ú�Þ�â¨Úcç$Ü�ç$åGy
ãEâ¬å�â¨Þ�ádÞ�â¨Ü�Ú$å^ãdá�è�â�á�ê$î¨Û�â¨å�ê7ç$â¬î�Þ�á�å¤ÝíÜ�î¨î¬Üpñ�å	�
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��Ú$å�ñ(ÛKè�å ��ç$é¥ê÷ÛKè¢Ü�Ý+ì�á{õEå ã ��èÎÛ°æEç7ÛKÚ$ä õ

ù>Û°ÛKå�älß$â¨î¬ì�Ü�Ú$ä°Ûiá%ñ(ÛKÛ	u ó�ó�ó¨ó�ó¨ó Ï ��@ ó�ó¨ó�ó¨ó�ó �>óa<��> ó�ó¨ó�ó¨ó�ó ��
ù>Û°ÛKå�älß$â¨î¬ì�Þ�ñ�â¬ä°Ûiá�é�Ü�Ú�Þ�ß ó�ó�ó¨ó�ó¨ó >�< ó�ó¨ó�ó¨ó�ó �>ó Ï @?< ó�ó¨ó�ó¨ó�ó <(@
ù>Û°ÛKå�älß$â¨î¬ì�Ü�Ú$ä°Ûiá�é�Ü�Ú�Þ�ß ó�ó�ó¨ó�ó¨ó <�� ó�ó¨ó�ó¨ó�ó �>óX�?= Ï ó�ó¨ó�ó¨ó�ó �
ù>Û°ÛKå�älß$â¨î¬ì�Ü�Ú�ã�ádä{ádÞÎâ¬Ü�Ú$å ó�ó�ó¨ó�ó¨ó Ï � ó�ó¨ó�ó¨ó�ó �>óX����� ó�ó¨ó�ó¨ó�ó ���
ù>Û°ÛKå�älß$â¨î¬ì-ádÞ�Ú$Ü�åÎï÷ÛKä°ân~�äQÞ�â¨é~Û°å ó�ó�ó¨ó�ó¨ó  ó�ó¨ó�ó¨ó�ó �>óX�?<�< ó�ó¨ó�ó¨ó�ó ���
��Ü�ãEâ¨åÎâ¨Þ�ádÞ�â¨Ü�Ú$å¢ádî¬î¬Üpñ(ÛKì ó�ó�ó¨ó�ó¨ó � ó�ó¨ó�ó¨ó�ó � ó�ó¨ó�ó¨ó�ó >B�
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Ù�Þ�ß$Û°èRÞ�ß�ádÚ�älß7â¬î¬ì%å�ç$ï$ï÷Ü�è�Þ	ï$ápõEé�ÛKÚ�Þ�å�ÞÎß�ádÞ�õ�Ü�ç$èT~�èÎå|Þ	åÎï÷Ü�ç$å�Û�é~á{õ¥é~á�u�Ûdú�ß$Üpñ
è�ÛKà�ç$î¬á�èÎî�õëì7Ü>Û°å�õ�Ü�ç$èÁ~�è�å�Þ�åÎï÷Ü�ç$å�Ûiì$Ü%ÞÎß$ÛQÝíÜ�î¬î¨ÜHñ�â¨Ú$àkÕ
á?�^ï$ápõëÝíÜ�è¢äKî¨Ü�Þ�ß$Û°å¢ÝíÜ�è¤Þ�ß$ÛOälß$â¨î¬ìÊÕ
ê
�^ï$ápõ�ÝíÜ�è¢à�â¨Ý ÞÎå^ÝíÜ�è¤Þ�ß7Û'älß7â¬î¬ìbÕ
ä/�¤Þ�á�u�ÛQÞÎß$ÛOälß$â¬î¨ì-Ü�Ú�ãdá�äKádÞ�â¨Ü�ÚÊÕ
ì
�^ï$ápõ�ÝíÜ�è¢èÎÜ�ç7ÞÎâ¬Ú$ÛQì7ÛKÚ�Þlá�îCäKá�èÎÛgÕ
Û/�¢äKá�èÎè|õ�é�ÛKì$â¨ä{á�î¯â¬Ú$å�ç$è�á�Ú7äKÛQÝíÜ�è¤Þ�ß7Û'älß7â¬î¬ìbÕ
Ýh�^ï�á{õ�älß$â¨î¬ì@ý å�é~Û°ì$â¬äKá�î�ê$â¨î¬î¨å.Õ

¦	á�älß§æcç$Û°å�Þ�â¨Ü�Ú¦á�ê÷Üpã�Û�ß�á�ì¦ádÚ§á�Ú$å|ñ^Û°è�â¨ÚYÞÎß$Û~ÝíÜ�è�éëáGÞOåÎß$Üpñ�Ú¦â¬ÚµÞ�ß7Û~å�ÛKäKÜ�Ú$ì
ä°Ü�î¬ç$é�Ú�ê÷ÛKî¬Üpñ��

��è�ÛKæcç$ÛKÚ7ä°õ �^Ü>ì7Û 9 á�î¬ç7Û

ã�Û°è�õ�èÎÛ°à�ç$î¬á�èÎî�õ ó�ó¨ó�ó�ó¨ó Ï ó�ó¨ó�ó¨ó�ó�ó¨ó�ó Ï
èÎÛ°à�ç$î�ádèÎâ¨Þ�õ~åÎäKá�î¬Û«< ó�ó¨ó�ó�ó¨ó < ó�ó�ó¨ó�ó¨ó�óæ�7óX>
èÎÛ°à�ç$î�ádèÎâ¨Þ�õ~åÎäKá�î¬Û�� ó�ó¨ó�ó�ó¨ó � ó¨ó�ó�ó¨ó�óæ�7ój���
èÎÛ°à�ç$î�ádèÎâ¨Þ�õ~åÎäKá�î¬Û�@ ó�ó¨ó�ó�ó¨ó @ ó¨ó�ó�ó¨ó�óæ�7óX<�>
Ú$Û°ã�ÛKè ó�ó¨ó�ó�ó¨ó > ó�ó¨ó�ó¨ó�ó�ó¨ó�óæ�

t Ú�Ü�èÎì7ÛKè¤Þ�Ü%ç7åÎÛQÞ�ß$â¨å¤â¬Ú>ÝíÜ�èÎé~ádÞ�â¨Ü�Ú�ñ^ÛOç$å�ÛKì:á�Þ�è�ádÚ$å�ÝíÜ�è�éëáGÞ�â¬Ü�ÚXÜ�Ý�Þ�ß$ÛOádÚ$å�ñ(ÛKè�å
ÞÎß�ádÞ'á�å�åÎâ¬à�Ú$åQÞ�Ü�Þ�ß$Û�á�Ú7å�ñ(ÛKèÎå�á�ÚEç7é¥ê¯Û°èOê¯Û Þ�ñ^Û°ÛKÚÓ�°ÛKèÎÜ:á�Ú$ìµÜ�Ú7Û�â¨Ú³Þ�ß$Û%ñ^ápõµâ¨Ú>ÿ
ì$â¨ä{ádÞÎÛKì-â¬Ú�Þ�ß$Ûiî�á�å|Þ�äKÜ�î¨ç$é~Ú-á�ê÷Üpã�Ûdó��¶Ü�è�ÛKá�älß�Ý5ádÞÎß$ÛKè°ú�Þ�ß$Û'äKÜ�è�èÎÛ°åÎï÷Ü�Ú$ì$â¨Ú$à~ãdá�î¨ç$ÛKå
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â¨Ú1Þ�ß$Û�î�ádå�ÞQä°Ü�î¬ç$é�Ú³ÝíÜ�è�ÞÎß$Û�åÎâ�z1æcç$ÛKå|Þ�â¬Ü�Ú$å'ñ(ÛKè�Û�á�ì$ì$Û°ì@ú�á�Ú$ìµÞ�ß$Û%è�ÛKåÎç7î¨ÞOñ¤ádå'ì7â�ÿ
ãEâ¬ì7ÛKìYêcõ1åÎâ�z¯ó û ß$Û ~�Ú�ádîRÚcç$é¥ê÷ÛKèOäKÜ�Ú7å�Þ�â�Þ�ç7ÞÎÛKå'á�ÚYâ¬Ú$ì7ÛZz³ê÷Û°Þ�ñ(ÛKÛ°ÚÓ�KÛ°èÎÜ:á�Ú$ìµÜ�Ú$Û
ÞÎß�ádÞiâ¬Ú$ì$â¨ä{ádÞÎÛKåOÞ�ß$Û~ì$ÛKà�èÎÛKÛëÜ�Ý¤ÝíèÎÛ°æcç$ÛKÚ$ä õ ñ�â�Þ�ß«ñ�ß7â¬älß ÞÎß$Û~Ý5ádÞÎß$ÛKè'é~á�u�Û°å�w�Ü�ÞÎß$ÛKè
ÛUz7ï÷ÛKÚ7ì$â¨ÞÎç$èÎÛ°å�ì$â�ü�Û°èÎÛ°ÚcÞ�Þ�ß$á�Ú:älß7â¬î¬ì�å�ç$ï$ï÷Ü�è�Þvy$ó û Ü~ê7ç$â¬î¨ì�ÞÎß$ÛQãdá�èÎâ¬á�ê$î¬Û"²?·'ç$åÎÛ°ì�â¬Ú
ÞÎß$Û%é~ÜEì$Û°îRÛKå|Þ�â¬é~ádÞÎâ¬Ü�Ú@ú÷Þ�ß$â¨åQâ¬Ú$ì7ÛZz1ñ^á�åOé¥ç$î�Þ�â¨ï$î¬â¨ÛKì©OB�7úX�����7ú�á�å�åÎç$é�â¬Ú$àXÞÎß�ádÞQÞÎß$â¬å
â¨å'ÞÎß$ÛXá�é�Ü�ç$Ú�ÞiåÎï÷ÛKÚ�Þ%ï÷ÛKè'õ�Û{ádè¥ê�õ§á-Ú$Ü�Ú>ÿ äKç$å|Þ�ÜEì$â�á�ÚYÝ5ádÞ�ß7ÛKèiñ�ß7Ü1åÎï÷ÛKÚ$ì7å�w|ã�Û°è�õ
è�ÛKà�ç$î¬á�èÎî�õ�y~â¨Ú1á�î¨î@Þ�ß$Ûiâ¨Þ�Û°é~å°ók¦�ã�ÛKÚ1ÞÎß$Ü�ç$à�ß-Þ�ß$Û'ãdá�î¬ç$Û'Ü�Ý<OB�7úX�����ëá�å�á~é~á(z>â¬é¥ç7é
å�ÛKÛKé�åQè�áGÞ�ß$Û°è
î�á�è�à�Û�ú¯î¬Û°åÎå�ÞÎß�á�Ú¹_z Ü�Ý	Ú$Ü�Ú>ÿ äKç$å|Þ�ÜEì$â�ádÚ³ï�á�èÎÛ°Ú�Þ�åQß�á{ã�Û¹wxã�ÛKè|õ³èÎÛ°à�ç>ÿ
î¬á�èÎî�õQy�â¬Ú-á�î¬î¯â¨ÞÎÛKé�åKó } â�Þ�ß�Þ�ß$â¨å�á�åÎå�ç$é�ï7Þ�â¨Ü�Ú�>��_z ÜdÝ+ï$á�èÎÛ°ÚcÞÎå�ñ(Ü�ç$î¨ì�ê¯ÛQå�ï¯Û°Ú$ì$â¬Ú7à
î¨ÛKåÎå(Þ�ß�á�Ú�O������'ï¯Û°è^õ�ÛKá�è¤â¬Ú�w�Ü�Þ�ß7ÛKè^ÛUz>ï¯Û°Ú$ì$â¨ÞÎç$èÎÛ°å¢ì$â¨ü¯ÛKè�ÛKÚ�Þ^ÞÎß�á�Ú�älß$â¨î¬ì~åÎç$ï$ï÷Ü�è|Þ{óRy
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t ÚXÞ�ß7â¬å(á�ï$ï÷ÛKÚ$ì$âäzëÞÎß$Û�é�ÜEì$ÛKî÷â¬åwì$Û°ã�ÛKî¨Ü�ï¯Û°ìXÝíÜ�è(ÞÎß$Û
äKá�åÎÛ
â¨Ú~ñ�ß$â¨älßXÞ�ß$Û�ï$èÎâ�ãdádÞ�Û
ä°Ü�Ú$åÎç7é~ï7ÞÎâ¬Ü�Ú9Ü�Ý�Þ�ß$Û-älß$â¨î¬ì¦ÝíÜ�è%Þ�ß$Û�Ú$Ü�Ú>ÿ�ä°ç$å�ÞÎÜ>ì$â¬á�Ú9Ý5ádÞ�ß$Û°è�â¬å%äKÜ�Ú$åÎâ¨ì$ÛKè�ÛKìLádåëá�Ú
á�è�à�ç$é�ÛKÚ�Þ¢Ü�Ý�Þ�ß7ÛQÚ$Ü�Ú>ÿ äKç$å|Þ�ÜEì$â�á�ÚXÝ5áGÞ�ß$Û°èKý å�ç>Þ�â¬î¨â¨Þ�õ�Ýíç$Ú$ä Þ�â¨Ü�Ú@ó û ß$Û'á�å�åÎç$é�ï7ÞÎâ¬Ü�Ú$å¢ÜdÝ
ÞÎß$â¬åQé�Ü>ì7ÛKî	á�è�Û�ÞÎß$Û�å�á�é�Û�á�åQÞ�ß$Ü�åÎÛ�ÝíÜ�èQÞ�ß$Û%Þ�ß7ÛKÜ�è�Û°Þ�â¨ä{á�î�é�ÜEì$ÛKî�Ýíè�Ü�é ù>Û°ä°ÞÎâ¬Ü�Ú�<>ó
;CÛ°Þ�²'·�ê÷Û�Þ�ß$Û%ï7èÎâ¨ãdádÞÎÛ¥äKÜ�Ú$åÎç$é�ï7ÞÎâ¬Ü�Ú1ÜdÝwÞÎß$Û%älß$â¨î¬ì@ó û ß$Û%ç7ÞÎâ¬î¨â¨Þ�õ�Ýíç$Ú$ä Þ�â¨Ü�Ú³Ü�Ý	Þ�ß$Û
Ý5ádÞÎß$ÛKè¢â¨å�á�åÎå�ç$é~Û°ì-ÞÎÜ�ê¯ÛOÜ�Ý+Þ�ß$ÛQÝíÜ�è�é ¬6· � §Z·�ªU©"·?ª�²?·2�¢á�Ú$ì�Þ�ß$ÛOÜ�Ú$ÛOÜ�Ý�Þ�ß7Û'é�Ü�ÞÎß$ÛKè
ß�ádå�ÞÎß$ÛQÝíÜ�èÎé ¬"¶ � §U¶ÆªU©3¶��ZÏ

û ß$Ûiï$èÎÜ�ê7î¬ÛKé Ü�Ý�ÞÎß$Û�é�Ü�Þ�ß7ÛKè�á�Ú$ì�Þ�ß$Ûiì$ÛKè�â¨ã�ÛKì�ì7ÛKé~á�Ú$ì$å�á�èÎÛOÞ�ß7ÛiåÎá�é~Û'á�å�â¬Ú
Ï á�Ú$ì Ï �7ó û ß7Û'ï7èÎÜ�ê$î¨ÛKé ÝíÜ�è¤Þ�ß$ÛQÝ5ádÞÎß$ÛKè¢â¨å¤Þ�Ü��

éëá(z�¬6· � §Z·�ªU©"·�ª�²?· � � ���?�
åKó�Þ{ój§O·�¸�Â6©"·g¸@²?·�Ì�µ�·�Ï

û ß$ÛOÛ°æEç7â¬î¬â¨ê$èÎâ¨ç$é äKÜ�Ú$ì7â¨Þ�â¨Ü�Ú$å¢ádèÎÛ��

§�¶ � Âcªhµ(¶^�$¸,§O· � Âcªhµ�·2�Y¸ ²?· � Âcªvµ�·2�æº µ(¶�¸,µ�· � �?=��
©3¶ � ÂcªvµB¶��c¸|©"· � Âcªvµ�·2�æº Ï Ï

û ß$Û�å�Ü�î¬ç7ÞÎâ¬Ü�Ú¥ÝíÜ�èRÞ�ß$Û�ÛKæcç$â¨î¬â¨ê$èÎâ¨ç$é ï$èÎâ¨äKÛ�á�Ú$ì~á�î¨î¬ÜEä{ádÞÎâ¬Ü�Ú$å�èÎÛ°åÎç$î�Þ�å�ÝíèÎÜ�é ÛKæcç�áGÞ�â¬Ü�Ú$å	�

çéè�ê ¶ � §U¶kªU©3¶g� º çéè�ê · � §Z·�ªU©"· �îº�Â � ��?�
çéè�ê ¶ � §U¶kªU©3¶g� º çéè�ê · � ²?·�ªU©"· �
çéè�ê · � §Z·?ª�²?· � º Ï
§U¶�¸�§Z·�¸@²'· º µB¶�¸,µ�·�ª

©3¶¹¸�©
· º Ï ª
§�¶¹¸²Â6©3¶ º Â�¸,µ(¶[Ï

� � �A����Z��
ø�Ú7ì$ÛKè�á�åÎå�ç$é�ï7Þ�â¨Ü�Ú�=>ú7Þ�ß7Û'ä°Ü�é�ï�á�è�áGÞ�â¨ã�ÛQå�Þ�ádÞ�â¨äQèÎÛKå�ç$î¨ÞÎå�Ü�Ýd;CÛKé�é~á Ï ß7Ü�î¬ì�ÝíÜ�è

ÞÎß$ÛOé~ÜEì$ÛKî�Ü�Ý�ï7èÎâ¨ãdádÞÎÛQäKÜ�Ú7åÎç$é�ï7Þ�â¨Ü�Ú�Ü�Ý�Þ�ß$ÛOälß$â¨î¬ì@ó t Ú:á�ì$ì7â¨Þ�â¨Ü�ÚXñ(Ûiß�á{ã�Û��
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� ²'· � µB¶kªhµ�· ��� � µ�·����3ª � ²?· � µ(¶kªhµ�· ��� � µB¶# ��3Ï

ø�Ú7ì$ÛKèwÞ�ß$Û�á�åÎå�ç$é~ï>Þ�â¬Ü�Ú�ÞÎß�ádÞwÞ�ß$Û�ç7Þ�â¨î¬â¨Þ�õiÝíç$Ú$ä Þ�â¬Ü�Ú$å(ÜdÝ@Þ�ß$Û�Ý5ádÞ�ß7ÛKè(á�Ú$ìëé�Ü�ÞÎß$ÛKè
á�è�Û��^Ü�ê$êEÿxô
Ü�ç$à�î�á�å�Ü�ÝQÞ�ß7Û1ÝíÜ�èÎé ì$Û°åÎäKè�â¬ê÷ÛKìaâ¬Ú Ï A7ú¢Þ�ß$Û�ÛKæcç$â¬î¨â¬ê$è�â¬ç$é ï7èÎâ¬ä°Û1á�Ú7ì
á�î¨î¬ÜEä{ádÞÎâ¬Ü�Ú7å^á�è�ÛOà�â¨ã�ÛKÚ-êcõ6�

Â � µB¶kªhµ�· �æº � Ï �#*U¶Á�EµB¶�¸=* ½ ·2µ�·*Z¶ ª � ��A?�
§�¶ � µ�·�ªvµB¶��æº * ½ ·2µ�·^¸,µ(¶kª
©3¶ � µB¶kªhµ�· �æº � Ï �#*U¶Á��0Òµ(¶�¸@* ½ ·2µ�·12� Ï �#*Z¶g�`µ(¶�¸@* ½ ·2µ�· ª

§Z· � µ�· �æº * � ·2µ�·�ª
©"· � µB¶kªhµ�· �æº *Z¶º* ½ ·2µ�·� Ï �#*U¶Á�EµB¶�¸=* ½ ·2µ�· ª²?· � µ�· �æº * É ·2µ�·�Ï

} ß$Û°Ú Þ�ß$Û~é~ÜEì$Û°îwâ¨åOåÎÜ�î�ã�ÛKì«ÝíÜ�è'ÞÎß$ÛëäKá�åÎÛ~â¬Úµñ�ß$â¬älß�9Å: Ï ªCÞ�ß$Û~ÛKæcç$â¬î¨â¬ê$è�â¬ç$é
ï$è�â¬ä°ÛOá�Ú$ì:á�î¬î¨Ü>äKádÞ�â¨Ü�Ú$å¤ádèÎÛQà�â�ã�ÛKÚ-ê�õ6�

Â � µB¶kªhµ�·�ª�9�� º * ½ ·2µ�·^¸ � Ï �/*Z¶g�`µB¶*Z¶<9�¸ � Ï �#* ½ ·(� � Ï �A9�� ª � @?�?�

§�¶ � µ�·�ªhµ(¶kª�9�� º *Z¶-0 � Ï �/* ½ · � Ï ��9��v�EµB¶²¸@* ½ ·g9(µ�·�2*U¶<9Á¸ � Ï �/* ½ ·(� � Ï ��9�� ª

©3¶ � µB¶kªhµ�·�ª�9�� º Ï �/* ½ · � Ï ��9��D� 0 � Ï �/* ½ ·(� � Ï �A9��c¸@*U¶?9F2�* ½ ·/µ�·� Ï �/*U¶g�EµB¶¹¸=* ½ ·2µ�· ª

§O· � µ�·�ªhµ(¶kª�9�� º * � ·�0 � Ï �/*Z¶�� � Ï ��9��EµB¶²¸ � Ï �A9Á¸@*U¶?9��`µ�·�2*U¶?9g¸ � Ï �/* ½ ·(� � Ï ��9�� ª

©
· � µB¶kªhµ�·�ª�9�� º * ½ ·�0 � Ï �/*Z¶�� � Ï ��9��EµB¶²¸ � Ï �A9Á¸@*U¶?9��`µ�·�2
� Ï �/*Z¶��`µ(¶¹¸@* ½ ·/µ�· ª

²?· � µ�·�ª/ªhµ(¶kª�9�� º * É ·�0 � Ï �/*Z¶�� � Ï ��9��EµB¶²¸ � Ï �A9Á¸@*U¶?9��`µ�·�2*U¶?9g¸ � Ï �/* ½ ·(� � Ï ��9�� Ï

���


